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DEATH AND RI

Y ou asked, “where is he”, You who knows all, You shed a
tear for me O Saviour, as buman by nature and You raised
me from the dead by Y onr command.

(Compline Hymn, Saturday of the Raising of Lazarus.)

All of us will or already have
come into close contact with |
death through the passing 1
away of a loved one or a dear i
friend. Our faith in God may %
be tested as the perceived "? /
injustice and indignity of death ﬁ} ' 4
shocks us. However, if we
truly believe in what we chant
on Easter Sunday, “Christ is
risen from the dead, by death
trampling upon death”, then
we accept that death makes
sense in Jesus Christ.

St Maximus the Confessor
explains that Jesus showed
how loving His divine justice is
by emptying Himself and
becoming one of us, and used
our own vulnerability to death
as the means of forever
eliminating sin and death, both
spiritual and physical.

Many scientifically-minded N

[
people will often say that death gt :
is part of nature. However, ) =X RSN
death only came because of the

fall of Adam and Eve from Paradise.

What does hearten us, and gives us hope and strength,
is the knowledge that it is this very separation of our
being that our Lord Jesus Christ used to defeat sin and
death, once and for all. The Epistle reading for Holy
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Saturday shows us that, “now if we died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that
Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more.
Death no longer has dominion over Him”. Therefore
death has no power over us.

The Feast of Pascha shows us
that with Christ, death is simply
a progression to a state of
hopeful expectation, where we

| await our own resurrection.
This was beautifully expressed

| by our late Archbishop

" Stylianos in one of his poems,
 An Archangel’s Tour:

. “Man’s silence made the
graves the most sacred
) church...

7 These graves here are my
final repentance...
A we are all fallen facing

| upwards opposite God
| so He can perpetually see
“g@. only our chests which are
wounded by our conflicts
| but also by His love.

However above all, do not
forget O awesome Archangel
Michael

to pass on to the Lord our
common plea:

all of us from our graves
await His compassion.

Doesn’t the Resurrection presuppose our fall?

We will wait and we will long for the divine
command facing upwards, horizontal.”

of Australia
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MYPOOOPEZ2

(ZKLEC EV TW LEOW TNG VUKTWG)

" OIEC AOAV QUTEG Of AIWVIEG HOPPEC; Kan Ti Aéel
dpaye yia Tnv ToIdTNTa TNG KApdIAg TNG
yuvaikag, Kal CUVAUA YIa TOV E0WTEPIKO TNG KOO UO;

AUTEG 01 yuvaikeg, gival ekeiveg TTou akoAouBouaav
Tov Kupio padi ye Tnv Mntépa Tou. ETtiong civai
ekeiveg TToU €ixav peivel padi Tng Katd TNV wpa Tou
TTaBoug Tou. AuTEG, TTOU QPOVTICOVTAG VA TTAVE
V'aAgiyouv pe pupa 1o Mavaxpavio Zwua Tou
AidaokdaAou, EAapyav TTEPICTOTEPO GTO BabU
TPWIVO €KEIVO TNG AaUTTPAG NUEPQG.

‘Hrav Mapaokeun - TANCIACel N HeyaAn nuépa Tou
ZaBpdarou, 1o Mdoya Twv loudaiwv. O lwoAP Kal 0
NiKédNpog evra@ialouv Tov INooU «PEPWYV Hiyua
D, va

OMUPVNG Kal aAdnNG wg )\npag EKATOV..
aAgiyouv To cwua :

Tou. O1
Mupopdpeg
ayopaaav akpia
apwuaTa, Kal
gekiviovTag oTa
gNUEPWHOTA TNG
KuplakAg,
TTEPIPPOVOUVTOAG
KIvoUvoug,

TTryav va
KUTTOYPAMHIcOUV»
auTé TTou EexeiliCe
atré TNV Kapdid
TOUG, Va
TEAEIOTTOINOOUV
TNV TOQR YE TOV
dIkd TOUG TPOTTO.

O Oaciog
Aapooknvog o
210UdiTNG pag avaAuel TToleg NTav ol Mupo@bpeg:

MpwTta £xoupe TNV OeoTdKO, «n AAAN Mapiay,
OeuTepn €xoupe TNV Mapia Tnv MaydaAnvi, atméd
TNV otroia o KUpiog gixe ByaAel TG daipdvia, TpiTn
€XOUUE TN ZOAWMN, KOPN TOoUu YVAOTOPOG lWon Y,
TTOU apyOTEPa TTAVIPEUTNKE Tov ZeBedaio. TETapTn
n lwavva, cufuyog Tou Xoula, OIKOVOUOG OTO OTTITI
Tou Hpwdn. MEUTTTN €ival n Mapia n adeAgr Tou
NAaldpou, TTou TTPWTUTEPA €iXE aAgiYel Ta TTOdIA
Tou Kupiou. 'EKTn €xoupe TNV adep@r) NG TNV
MdpBa. 'ERSoun cival n Mapia Tou KAwTd — évav
adep@o Tou Ayiou lwakeiy, Tov TTATEPA TNG
Mavayiag. Oydon eival N Zwoodvva, TTou e AANEG

avovopaoTeg Mupo@Opeg, atroTeAoUcav auThv Tn
ONMAVTIKA KOAWVA WPUXWV.

Ovtwg, n Mavayia ATav n mpwTtn at’ éAoug Vv’
avTikpioel Tov Inoou, 6TTwg gival cwoTo Kal dikaio,
KaBigéuevn atrévavt Tou Tagou. O Aylog
Mpnyo6piog o Malaudg dicukpivel OTI ATAV O
apxayyehog MappiAA TTou ixe kaBioel TTAvw OTO
AiBo kai ToUg €itre va pnv @ofouvTal. Ettiong, ol
Mupo@dpeg AABav aTov TaPOo OxI HOVO HIa QOoP4,
aAAG TouAdxioTov TpEIG Popég! MNa TNV @eoTodKO
avoixenke o Tagog, agou dId uEoou AUTHG £XOuV
avoixBei yia pag 1a oupdvia.

MpwTeG QUTEG gixav TNV TIPA va €1000V TOV
avaoTnuévo Inoou, smechsupeveg yIa TNV JEYAAN
TOUG avdpeia Kal
TTioTn KaTd Ta
1&6n Tou
Kupiou.

Agicel va

. €CETAOTOUV TI
nTav 1600

| SIOKPITIKO OTIG
Mupo@dpec.
‘EdeiEav peydin
ETTIMEAEIO KOl
oTadepn aydrn
yia Tov Kupio
Kata TN dIdpKela
TOU
IEPATTOCTOAIKOU
épyou Tou. H
KGO kabapn
KapdI& TOUG €ixe
ai00aveei Tnv
ayiétTnTa Tou INCoU Kal TNV aydTtrn Tou yia TOUG
avBpwTToug. OAo Tov KaIpd TOU IEPATTOCTOAIKOU
épyou Tou, atréd TN MaAiAaia £€wg TNV lepoucainy,
dkouyav Kal atravrnoav otov Inoou e pia
oTaBepn Kal TTaBioopévn aydTrn yiaTi o KapdIEg
TOoUug ATaV {WVTAVEG OTNV ayaTTn. Autd Toug
ETTETPEYE VA EETTEPACOUV Kal VA aTToRAAOUV TOUG
@OBoug Toud.

AuTr n BaBId TTPOCWTTIKN Ox£aN TTOU €iXAVE PE TOV
Inoou cival autd TTou 0 AvaoTnuévog XpIoTog BEAE
va éxoupe padi Tou, kal autd ival TTou
XPEIAZOUAOTE YIa va eKTTANPWOOUUE Kal va
OAOKANPwOOUE.




Questions & Answers

Was St Thomas a doubter ?

hen the Apostle Thomas was told that Christ had

resurrected and had appeared to the other disci-
ples, he responded that he would not believe unless he
had palpable proof. So when Jesus appeared to him al-
so, presenting him with that proof, He also stated,
“Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have be-
lieved. Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed” (John 20:29). These words have
led Thomas to be labelled as “doubting”. However, to
what extent was the Apostle Thomas a doubter?

When the Apostle Thomas saw the resurrected Christ
himself, without hesitating and without needing to pal-
pate Jesus’ wounds, he exclaimed, “my Lord and my
God”. This was a unique and spontaneous exclamation
verifying the divinity of Christ, which speaks volumes
about Thomas’ faith. If indeed he had enduring doubts,
he would not have professed Christ in such a way.

As Archbishop Averky Taushev writes, Apostle Thomas
is portrayed as a somewhat narrow-minded man, show-
ing a simple but firmly established worldview. Thus, the
passion and death of Christ was particularly difficult and
dispiriting to him. He became fixed in the idea that
Christ was lost forever. His difficulty was made worse
when he was not present when Jesus appeared to the
other disciples. This, of course, dissipated when Jesus
appeared to him. Despite his rigidity, Thomas showed a
malleability of heart that allowed for his faith to be
strengthened and his doubts to be extinguished.

The Apostle Thomas was not the only one to struggle
with the resurrection of Christ. The myrrhbearing wom-
en were initially too afraid to tell the disciples about the
empty tomb (Mark 16:7-8). The disciples themselves ini-
tially refused to believe them (Mark 16:11, Luke 24:11).
And yet, the patient resurrected Jesus appeared to them
on several occasions specifically to strengthen their faith
and help them make sense of the good news. As He did
to the myrrhbearers and the other disciples, he did also
to Thomas.

The words of Jesus do not indicate that the faith of
Thomas was worse than the faith of any other disciple.
However, the resurrected Christ was giving Thomas
(and by extension to all of us) a choice: the road of
faith, and the road of spiritual death. Christ will assist all
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of us in our faith journey, but this needs to be recipro-
cated by a receptive, pure and malleable heart.

St Thomas and the other disciples still had the ad-
vantage of seeing the resurrected Christ with their physi-
cal eyes. Jesus knew that this privilege could not be ex-
tended to His remaining followers. The spread of the
faith of Christ on earth would have been impossible if
every person required the same kind of proof as Thom-
as did. Generations subsequent to the apostles have
thus required a higher path to faith. Therefore, the Lord
blesses those who reach faith with only trust in the
teaching of Christ. This is indeed the best path to faith.

Just as Thomas had a malleability of heart to accept the
resurrected Christ, we pray that He can work with our
hearts as well.

TFrG. L.




Ei¢ Mviiunv tov Ilotpevapxonw pog
YeBaopilwTdToUv K.K. XTUALAVOU,
\ Apxremiokomov AvotTtpaldiag

an 25 Mapriou, nuépa Tou EuayyeAhiopou, ekoipnon "ev Kupiw" o ZeBacpiwTtarog MNoiyevapxng
pag, ApxieTTiokotrog AuoTpaAiag K.K. ZTUANIavOG.

Aev Ba atrapiBuriooupe €dw onuepa Ta TTOAAd Kal Baupdaola TTITEUYUOTA TOU EKAITTOVTOG TNV
ApxiepaTeia Tou oToug AvTiTrodeg. AuTd gival €pyo yia GAAOUG TTIO apuOdIoUG Kal IKAVWTEPOUS OTTO
€PGG. MiATe Ba aoyxoAnBoupe pe To TTAOUCIO CUYYPAPIKO Kal 101aiTEPA JovadIKO TTOINTIKG TOU £PYO.
Kar auTd €ival yia Toug €18 JOVEG.

Opwg atr’auTr) Tn oTAAN Tou TTEPIOBIKOU pag, "O AUxvog," €xoupe "lepdv XpEog", va KaTaypdyouue
uTTEUBUVA TNV TiPIa KAl TTAVTA TTPOBUNN CUPTTOPACTACT TOU HOKAPIOTOU TTOINEVAPXOU JOG OTO
1EpaTTO0TOAIKG €pyo TNG OpBoddEou XpiaTiavikhg Evwoewg (O.X.E.).

MavToTe £TOINOG Va ETTEUAOYHOEI TIG OTTOIEG VEEG BPAOTNPIOTNTEG TNG EVWoewg pag.

Aylaopoi véwv KTIpiwv pag oto Newtown kai TeAeuTaia oto Kingsgrove. ETreuloyieg yia Tig
lepatrooToAikég e€opunaeig oe dtola TToAiTeia Tng AuaTpaAiag. MavTote n idia oTepedTUTIN
ammdvinon: «Zag éxw Trei. Eiote eAedBepol va Tnyaivete 6Tou BeAfoete. MIAOETE PHE TOV
Emiokotro».

Agv éraue va Bupicel oToug utTeuBUVOUG Tou €pyou TnG O.X.E. Tnv emBupia Tou -av ATav duvaTov-
va BonBriooupe oTnv dnuioupyia XpioTiavikwv Evioewv kal oTig GAAEG TTOAITEIEG EKTOG TOU NSW.

Emiong, otn O¢ia Aeitoupyia yia Tnv évapén Tng KarnxnTikng Xpovidg TTavToTe TOVIZE TTapouaia
OAWV TWV KATNXNTWV KOl KOTNXNTPIWY, OXI HOVO Tn Onuacia TNg KATNXATEwWS aAAd, Kal Tnv
EUYVWPOOoUVN TNG EKkANgiag yia To emTeAoUpevo €pyo.

Oa pag peivel aAnopdvnTn n 10TOPIKN ekeivn TTiokewn Tou MNavayiwTdTou OIKOUPEVIKOU
Matpidpxou BapBohopaiou otnv AucTpaAia (1996).

Méoa oTo katdueoTo atmd kKoauo Marrickville Town Hall, yia ta 40 xpdévia KatnxnTikwyv ZX0oA&iwv o
HaKapIoTOG TToINEVAPXNG Mag e€aipovTag To £pyo TnG O.X.E. eitre petagl aAAwv: «Mpétrel va
opoAoynow, MavayiwTare, EVWTTIOV TWV Oe0@PIAECTATWY ETTIOKOTTWY, TWV eUAABECTATWY
1IEPEWV KaIl TOU AoITroU AaoU Tou Otou, 611 pag afiwoe 0 Oe6G va EXWHEV EV TO HECW NUWV
TOol0UTOUG (PAEyouévoug XpIoTIavOoUG ol oTroiol 5idouv OAOKANPOV TO EIKOGITETPAWPOV EIG
TNV papTupiav kai Tnv diakoviav Tng Miotewg.»

Ta Adyla Tou auTd Ta ava@Eépoupe Ol yia va kauxnBoupe aAAG 16 TTOAU yia va Jag eEAEyXouV av
OVTWG TTapapévope "ol @Aeyopevol XpioTiavoi" OTTwG hag NBEAE 0 eKAITTWV TTOINEVAPXNG HOG.




Eidaue akdun kai Tnv Tartpikni Tou "avnouxia" 6tav Tou avaKOoIVWOOUE TNV aTToéQacn yia TO
TpwToTToplakd Tagidi/ueAng iepatrootoAng TG O.X.E. otnv Ivdovnaoia. «Na TrpooéxeTe ekei
mTauidid pou. Eival @avarikoi.»

"Hrav mpdaypaT TTOAATTAEG O1 TTEPITTTWOEIG TTOU O PAKAPIOTOG TTIOINEVAPXNG MAG EiXE ETTIOEIEE
CwvTavo evoIaPEPOV Yia T OPWHPEVA EVTOG TNG EVWoewg Kal TTAVTA KATI TO ETTOIKOOOUNTIKO
Va oG TrEl, va pag di1dagel, va pag kabodnynoel. Oxi pévo oav opdadeg aAAG kal o€
TTPOOWTTIKG ETTITIEDO.

Ekél dpwg 1ToU ToV €idape O TTNyaio, O auBevTIKO Kal TG avBpwTTIVO ATAV OTNV ETTAQRA TOU
Me Ta veldTa. O1 EMOKEWEIG O KATAOKNVWOEIG TWV OUAdWY Kal OTIG EKOPOPES TWV
KatnxnTikwv ZxoAgiwv, apnoav avegitnAeg BILWUATIKEG EUTTEIPIEG OTA OPAdATTOUAQ Kal OTA
KatnXNTOTTOUAd. Me TO TTAATU TOU XANOYEAO XAIPETOUOE TA VEIGTA Kal JE T oTTAG aAAG co@d
AOyIa TOU, ATTAVTOUOE OTIG EPWTHOEIG TOUG, EAUVE TIG ATTOPIEG TOUG KOl TA ayKAAIade PE TNV
aydTn Tou.

TeAeuTaia, - Kal evw Adyw TNG apPWOTEING TOU aduvaToUoE TIPOCWTTIKG Va TTapeupeBei GTTou
ToV nToucav - OUWG TTOTE BeV EAEIYE OTTO TNV ETACIA EKOPONN TwV KatnXnNTIKWV ZXOAEiwv
oTo Centennial Park Tou Sydney.

‘ETo1 kai TNV TEAEUTAia @Oopd TTOU TOV €idape Kal Tov {rioape yia Aiyo, Tnv Asutépa 1n
OkTwppiou 2018 (Long weekend).

To otaBepd TOU Bripa Aiyo KAoviIouEvo, Ta AdyIa Tou PeTpnuéva. Opwg atmod To JeyApwvo
akouoaue yia TeAeuTaia @opd va piAei ota Taidid yia Tnv aydmn Tou Ogou, TRV oJop@Id TNG
@UOoEWG, TNV PpovTida TNG EkkAnciag. KaBioTdg poipace uTTOPOVETIKG OTO KABE TTaudi (kai
nTav aTéAEIWTN N oupd), TNV KaBiEpwuévn eikoviToa-evBupio. Koitale To kaBe Traidi pe
XOPOYEAO, PE aydTTn Kal KeEiva Tou XapoyeAoUuoav TTiow Oav va ToV yVWpIZav o110 KaIpo, oav
va’'Tav Kai'keivog éva peydho Taidi. ‘Eva aAio Tou mroinua AABe otn Buunon pag. «Ta
maidid...0ev §épouv 1 yAwooa gou punte o€ yvwpi{ouv Kail OwS auéows oouU
XapoyegAouv kai o€ xaidsuouv kai o€ piAouv. Av dgv §avayivouue Aiyo maidia dgv
UTTAPXOUV TTPOOTITIKES YIA 1PV, AAAG unte Kai eAmida TeAIKNG owrnpiag 6mws
akpifwg 10 gire o XpioTog». (Nootalyia MNapauérpwv)

Tou pakapioTou Apxietiokotmou AuaTpaAiag kai Mveuparikou pag Marpdg kai MNoipevapyou
K.K. ZTUANIavoU va gival n "MvrAun Aiwvia".




In Memory of
His Eminence®Stylianos Harkianakis,

Archbisﬁop of Australia
A

e

O n March 25, on the day of the Annunciation, our Father and Primate His Eminence
Stylianos, Archbishop of Australia, slept in the Lord.

We will not enumerate here on the many and wonderful achievements of his pastoral work in
the Antipodes. This is a work for others more competent and capable than us. Nor will we deal
with his rich writing and his especially unique poetic work. That is also for the relevant

experts.

However, in this column of our magazine, “Lychnos”, we have a “sacred debt” to record
responsibly the honest and always willing support of our late Primate in the missionary work of

the Greek Orthodox Christian Society (GOCS).

He was always ready to bless any new activities of our society. He blessed the initial building
occupied in Newtown and the later one at Kingsgrove. He blessed the Missionary endeavours
to whichever city or town we visited in Australia. He would always provide the same
stereotypical answer: “I have told you. You are free to go where-ever you want. Talk to the
Bishop.”

He did not cease reminding those responsible for the work of the GOCS of his desire - if
possible - to help create Greek Orthodox Christian Societies in other cities outside of NSW.

Also, during the Divine Liturgy at the beginning of the Sunday School year, he always
emphasised to the Sunday School teachers present not only the importance of the missionary
teaching they were undertaking, but also the gratitude of the Church for this accomplished
endeavout.

The historical visit in 1996 of His Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to Australia
remains unforgettable to us. In the crowded Marrickville Town Hall at the celebration of 40
Years of Sunday Schools our brilliant Primate said, in honouring the work of the GOCS: “1
have to confess, your All-Holiness, before their Graces the Bishops, to the eminent priests and
to the rest of the people of God, that we have been made worthy by God to have in our midst
fiery Christians who give their entire 24 hours to the testimony and the ministry of the faith.”

We saw his paternal “concern” when we announced to him a decision, and sought his blessing,
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to undertake a pioneering mission by the GOCS to Indonesia. “Be careful there my children.
They are fanatics.”

His words are not for us to boast, but they rather compel us to examine and reflect on
whether we really remain the “burning Christians”, as our late Primate wanted.

There were indeed many cases where our late Primate had shown a lively interest in the
events undertaken within GOCS, and he always had something constructive to tell us, teach
us, and guide us. Not only as a group but also on a personal level.

It was in his contact with the youth that we witnessed his most natural, authentic and
humane attributes. His visits to the Omada camps and excursions to the Sunday School
picnics left indelible experiences on the Omada teenagers and the Sunday School children.
He greeted the youth with his wide smile and he answered their questions with his simple
but wise words, solving their uncertainties, and embracing them with his love.

More recently, though he was personally unable to attend all the places he was called upon
because of his illness, he never missed the annual Sunday School picnic at Centennial Park in

Sydney.

So the last time we saw him and lived him for a little while, was on the long weekend of
Monday 1 October 2018. His step was a little shaky, his words measured. Yet we heard him
talking to the children through the loudspeaker for the last time, about God’s love, the
beauty of His created nature, and the pastoral care of the Church. He sat and patiently gave a
memento icon to each child standing in an endless queue. He looked at each child with a
smile, with love, and they responded by smiling back as though they had known him for a
long time, as if he were a large child. An old poem of his came to our memory. “The
children ... do not know your language nor do they know you, but they immediately smile at
you and stroke you and plant a kiss. If we do not again become like children, there is no
prospect of peace, and no hope of ultimate salvation just as Christ said.” (Nostalgia
Parametron).

May the memory of His Eminence Stylianos Harkianakis Archbishop of Australia, our
Spiritual Father and Primate, be cternal.




Our Scriptures

T

The Samaritan Woman
(John 20:1-10)

On the fifth Sunday
of Pascha, the

Church commemorates
the Samaritan Woman.
In the dismissal hymn
we chant “give drink to
my thirsty soul”, which
is drawn from the
Samaritan Woman’s
words to the Lord,

¥ “‘give me this water, that
I may not thirst.” (John
4:15) This hymn refers
to Christ as the
“fountain of life”, being
as He revealed Himself:
“whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will
never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will
become in him a fountain of water springing up into
everlasting life.” (John 4:14).

The encounter between the sinful Samaritan woman and
Christ is one of the most beautiful to be found in the
New Testament (John 4:5-42). It is private and yet
mystical. He reveals God’s plan for the salvation of the
whole world, for gentiles and Jews alike. He announces
that now is the time when “worshippers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24) In other words,
Christ reveals that from this time, His time, the worship
of God will no longer take place in Jerusalem or on the
mountain on which the Samaritans worshipped. Instead,
God will be worshipped in spirit and truth everywhere.

In response to the woman’s acknowledgement of the
coming Messiah, Christ reveals Himself as God (a
Theophany): “I who speak to you am He.” (John 4:25-
26) He is the Messiah who offers the world, and her
personally, access to a fountain of living water which
provides eternal life. In other words, He offers her and
all of us, salvation; a living part of His body (the
Church). Access is offered to His kingdom for all who
choose to drink of the water He offers.

On this feast day we are reminded to approach the well
to drink from the fountain of life ourselves and
remember God’s plan for our salvation. May we have
the Samaritan woman’s (St Photini’s) blessing.

BUOK REVIEW

Ascetics in the World - Volume |
English Translation by Fr. Nicholas Palis
Published by Saint Nicodemos Publications

sceticism involves self-

denial. It means to
struggle against physical and
spiritual temptations in
order to grow closer to God.
We often think of the
ascetics as hermits and as
monastics, living alone in
deserts and caves and as
people who achieved
sainthood because of their
great struggles. However,
Ascetics in the Wotld shows
us the lives of mothers and
fathers, priests and workers
who lived in the wortld, yet
were able to grow so close to God through their daily
sacrifices that they even performed miracles. The book
consists of 45 different stories from around Greece.
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~ ASCETICS IN
THE WORLD

Volume One

One particular story focuses on a close friend of St
Paisios. Her name was Keri Pareti, and her story is in
the final chapter. Keri Pareti was born in 1921 in
Konitsa, Greece. As a young child she loved the Divine
Liturgy so much that she would sneak out of school to
go to church services.

She was captured by the Italians during WII, and when
she was freed after the war she worked for free at an
orphanage in Konitsa.

Her daily asceticism was to go to the Divine Liturgy
each day, even if she had to miss out on her nightly
sleep in order to walk to the nearest church that was
holding a service. The book describes many miracles
that allowed her to experience the Liturgy daily. Her
love for God and His worship was so great that He
gave her divine grace to continue her struggle.

St Paisios called her a blessed soul and considered her
his genuine spiritual sister. In a letter that he wrote to
an acquaintance he said, “Keri, according to me, is a
Saint.”

This book is full of amazing stories which inspire us in
our daily struggle to live as ascetics in the hope of also
receiving the Grace of God.




What we Hear
in Church

Glory Hymn of Matins of Holy Tuesday

'[800 601 TO TdAavTov O AeomdThg EUmioTeveL PuXN
pov POPw d€€at T xdpropa, ddveroatl Td dedwkdrtt,
d14d0¢g mTwyoig, Kal Ktijcat @pilov tov Kopiov tva
oThG €k de&1V avToD, Stav A0 v 86&n, kal
axovong pakapiog wviic EloeAbe, dodAe, €ig tnv
Xapdv tod Kupiov cov. Avtiig a€iwadv ue, Zwtrp, TOV
mAavnBEévta, 31 To uéya cov EAeog.

Behold, my soul, how the Master has entrusted the
talent to you. With fear accept the gift of God. Bor-
row it from the One who gave it; distribute to the
poor, and earn the Lord’s friendship; so that you may
stand at His right when He comes in His glory, and
might hear that blessed voice, “Enter, my servant,
into your Master’s joy.” O Saviour, | have gone astray;
still count me worthy of this joy, in Your great mercy.

The major themes of Holy Tuesday Matins are: the Parable
of the Ten Virgins; with parallel mention of the fruitless fig
tree which our Lord cursed, causing it to die; and, the Parable
of the Talents.

This hymn is a direct reminder of the Parable of the Talents,
where the first two servants of a Master, being entrusted with
money, yielded a reward on it, whereas the third servant, out
of laziness and pride hid the money he was granted, yielding
no return.

God grants each of us gifts, entrusting them to us for the
spiritual benefit of all. The hymn reminds us that, “every
good thing comes from above” when it implores us to
borrow the gift from the One who gave it. It may be material
wealth. St John Chrysostom warns us that if wealthy people
are not charitable, they are completely useless and moreover
pose a threat to society as a whole, having been overcome by
the passions of love of money and over-indulgence.

A true friend of the Lord is someone who gifts his material
wealth to those in need.

However this hymn has a spiritual component as well. If God
has granted someone, for the sake of example, with gifts such
as knowledge of the Scriptures and Orthodoxy, or the ability
to teach others about the faith, they are obligated to share
this as fruitful members of the Church.

Ultimately though the most important gift that God granted
to us, is His own self.

To be unified with Christ means that we must change our
minds, turning from sin. “The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit, a broken and a contrite heart - these, O God, You will
not despise.” (Psalm 50) The gift of repentance is the most
important talent that we have all been gifted with. Without
cultivating this, we cannot enter into our Master’s joy.
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Let God arise and His enemies be
scattered - Psalm 67 (68)

his Psalm as a whole is a foretelling of the

Resurrection, and no verse conveys this more than
the first verse: “Let God arise, let His enemies be
scattered: let them also that hate Him flee before Him”.
This verse is recited before the chanting of “Christ is
Risen” at the midnight Easter service, highlighting how
this verse is to be seen within the Orthodox tradition.

It is, however, worthwhile to examine this Psalm’s
context in order to better understand both it and the
Resurrection. The first use of the opening verse was by
Moses, while wandering in the desert for forty years.
This phrase was used whenever the Ark of the
Covenant was to be moved (Numbers 10:34). This verse
is triumphant because God is leading the way through
the Ark. This is a foretaste of the triumph of the
Resurrection and the destruction of Hades.

In a Paschal Epistle, St John of Shanghai and San
Francisco writes: “Scattering and dispersing the dark
and gloomy tempest of sin, Christ, the Sun of
Righteousness, shone forth, gleaming not in the hearts
and souls of the Apostles only, but in those of all who
draw near to Him with faith, secking salvation.”

In the Old Testament, the enemies to be scattered and
destroyed were the Canaanite nations. In our lives, the
enemy to be scattered is sin. Yet oftentimes, it is we who
are scattered by sin. We need God to rise again within:
“Come together, ye who are scattered!” writes St John
of Shanghai and San Francisco, “Arise, ye fallen!
Although your soul may be filled with evils and your life
has drawn near to hell, may the storm of the sea of life
not engulf you, who are in sorrows.”

Thus, the Psalm conveys hope in the triumphant risen
Christ.

3 '-Lei God aﬁse,
¢ let His enemies

be scattered.
:l' \

A wide range of Orthodox Christian books is available from
the Orthodox Mission Bookstore, 217 Bexley Road, Kingsgrove.
Tel: (02) 9787 9779 E-mail: editor@lychnos.org
Internet: www.orthodoxbookstore.org.au




Elder Markellos of Karakallou
(I939 2006)

V ery little is known of
Elder Markellos’ eatly

years. He was born in 1939
in Pteleos in Thessaly,
south of Volos. He was a
teacher, but left this to
chase monasticism. He
became a disciple of Elder
Ephraim of Philotheou,
who later went to Atizona.
It was these monks from
Philotheou who
repopulated Karakallou in
1981 after the brotherhood
was down to four monks
(there are now over fifty).

In all stages of his earthly life, both as a layman and as a
monk, he possessed purity, simplicity, modesty, wisdom and
sincere love for God, Christ, the Theotokos, the Saints, and
for every person.

Elder Markellos was a prolific writer who was not afraid to
discuss difficult topics, and frequently travelled around
Greece to give talks and to see his many spiritual children.
He focused on the problems of the modern world such as
the spiritual lives of families, New Age spirituality, but also
on the more traditional monastic aspects of spirituality such
as the Jesus Prayer.

Elder Markellos once said: ““Today our life has become poor
because we do not know how to pray. We do not have
communication with God. If you do not communicate with
God, you communicate with worldly things and with the
media. You are informed by this, however you cut yourself
off from God. It is for this reason that we are spiritually
poot. If you do not communicate with God, your Father,
then you are poor and without comfort internally.”

When he passed away on September 11 20006, after a year of
medical difficulties which he bore with his usual fortitude

: and trust in God, his
funeral the next day
was said by attendees
to have the atmosphere
of a celebration. After
forty days requests
came in from families
and monasteries
throughout Greece for
Elder Markellos’
personal belongings as
a blessing.

From the Holy
Fathersee.

St Epiphanius - On the Lord’s
Descent into Hades

hrist’s descent

into Hades,
although only
mentioned briefly in
the New Testament, is
confirmed as a
mystery of cosmic
significance by the
hymnology and
iconography of the
early Church. This
event is narrated most
magnificently by Saint
Epiphanius of Salamis
in his famous Holy
Saturday homily:
“Whither does He go?
What is the means,
what is the intent of His descent into Hades?”

Resurrection of Gheist  Descent inte Hades

St Epiphanius explains that Christ goes to Hades with the
intention of seeking out and liberating his lost sheep Adam
and Eve. He then continues: “But hurry, let us descend with
Him, let us dance with Him and rejoice with Him, for He
who is by nature Friend of man goes with great gallantry to
lead forth them that have been held captive from ages past.”

The descent of Christ’s soul into Hades is understood as a
real event, which took place while the body of Jesus slept in
the tomb. St Epiphanius goes on to portray the legions of
the heavenly hosts arrayed for battle before the dread gates
of Hades. The devil falls powetless before the invincible
might of the God-man, and the angelic hosts, led by the
archangels Michael and Gabriel, tear down the battlements
and rout the forces of the enemy as their Master advances
before them.

The climax of the victory is the Lord’s arrival at the deepest
subterranean dungeon, where his ancestor according to the
flesh lies captive. Adam recognises the sound of his
Creator’s footsteps approaching, and as Christ
bursts into the prison bearing the Cross as His ?
weapon of victory, Adam cries out with joy
to his fellow captives: “My Lord be with
you alll” Full of tenderness, Christ replies oD
to him, “And with your spitit,” before /3? iy
grasping the hand of His beloved G
child, leading him up from death /

into everlasting life, together with (; V\ Q D

all the righteous souls who
i

believe in His glorious

Resurrection. o PLALS oa;’/\\ -
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Amo Toug Aytlovg
Tn¢ ExkAnotac Mag

O Ayiog AxiAAgiog Aapiong, o OaupaToupyog
(n pvAun Tou TIpdGTal 15 Maiou)

O "Ayro¢ AxiAAeioc yevvrBnke mepi to 270 p.X. otn
Kannadokia. Aaikdg akdun, ta&idee ota Iepocdvpa
émov ekdpn povaxdg. And ekel, taidee otn Poun kat
KataAfyel T meplodeia Tov otn Adpioa tng OsocaAiog.

To 40 awwva W.X., katd tr PactAeia Tov Méya
Kwvotavtivov, xetpotoviiOnke Eniokomog Aapiong mov
Nrav 1 Ogpun embupia tov Ao TG, TOL TOV TPdTELVAV
yravté to afiwua. ‘Hrtav mapiv ot
Mpwtn OKOUUEVIKT] ZOV0J0, TTOL UE
Bavpatovpyikd tpdmo, anéderle
v OgdtnTa Tov Inoov Xpiotou,
dtav ékave va avaPAvost Add

amd i TETPaL.

Tuveyilel to £pyo Tou ot Adpioy,
e aitepn Tpoooxy o £pya
gAenpoovvNg Kat kupriypata Beiov
Aéyov.

EkotuiOn ev Xp1otw Katd tov €10
335 WX, KOl EVTAQIAOTNKE 0T
Adpioa. Ta 1epd Aelpava tov
apmdyxTnkav and tov PactAid tng
BovAyapiag to 900 w.X. Kat
UeTaTéONKav o vhol mov
Bpioketal 6To Atpdvi Twv
[IpEOTIWV, KOVTA OTN CNUEPLVA
TOAN TG PAWpLvag.

Metd and nepinov piax xrhetia, ta
gpetmia evog XploTLavikol vaou
padi pe ta Asipava tov Ayiov
avakaALEONKav ot ekeivo to vnol. To
1981, o1 MntpomoAiteg, Aapiong Zepapeip

ka1 @eooalovikng MavteAeruwy, HETaPEPOLV T Asipava
ToL Ayiov ot Ogocadoviky dmov avaPAvlovv uopo.
TAuepa, ta Asipava Ppickovtat oto MntponoAitikd Nad
oV PEpVeL To dvoua Tov Ayiov, otn Adpioa.

Elvat onuiopévog yia moAAd Badpata. Aéyetal 6t évag
odowmndpog, e1de dVo yépovteg, 0 £vag oe GAOYo Kat 0 GANOG
TEPTATWVTAC, VA GLUVAVTLOVTAL 6TO dpdpo peTald tng
Adpioag kat @socaovikng. Toug xatpé€tnog, Kat Tov
oLOTHONKAV WG 01 'Ay1ot ANUATPLOG KAl
AxiAAgrog. Metd amd pikpd Xpovikd
didotnua, o1 0o ToAelg Enecav oe
e1oPoAelg.

Eniong katd to 10 ka1 20 MaykOopio
TOAEU0 TOAAG eKPNKTIKG eKTOEELTAKAY
Katd T Adpioa aAAd kavéva dev @tace
0TO 0TOX0 TOV. AUTS o@eiAeTal ot
npootacia tov [oAovyov TG, ToV ‘Aylo
AyiAAgio.

From the Saints
of our Church

St Achilles, the Miracle Worker
(Commemorated |5th May)

orn around 270AD to an imperial patrician family in

Cappadocia, St Achilles received a good education,
especially in philosophy. On the death of his parents, he
sold all his property, gave the money to the poor, and
went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Lands and then onto
Rome. He became a monk and finally settled in Larissa,
Thessaly.

In recognition of his holiness of life St
Achilles was made Bishop of Larissa.
He was present at the 1st
Ecumenical Council (325AD) where
he challenged the Arians: “If Christ
is a creature of God, as you say, tell
oil to flow from this stone.” The
heretics kept silent, amazed at this
demand. The saint continued: “And
and if the Son of God is equal to
the Father, as we believe, then let
oil flow from this stone.” The oil
flowed out of the stone.

Following this miracle he returned to
Larissa where he destroyed many
pagan temples, built and adorned
many churches, and focused on
philanthropy and spirituality. St
Achilles had the gift of healing
sickness, especially demonic
possession.

He fell asleep in Larissa and was
buried there around 335AD. His feast
day is on 15 May. In 985AD his relics were taken by a
Bulgarian tsar to the Island of Prespes (now known as St
Achilles) near Florina. They were returned to Larissa in
1981.

There have been numerous miracles attributed to St
Achilles. In the eatly 1380s, due to the worldly behaviour
of the locals, St Achilles left Larissa at the same time that
St Dimitrios left Thessaloniki. A passer-by saw two old
men, one on a horse and one on foot. They introduced
themselves as St Dimitrios and St
Achilles. Soon after this, the town of
Larissa and the city of Thessaloniki
were invaded by the Hagarenes.

During World War I and World War II
bombs were fired at Larissa, but none
ever hit the town. The protection is
attributed to St Achilles.
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Funeral and Burial service of his Eminence Archbishop Stylianos

On 25 March 2019 the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia IS ' i
solemnly announced the repose at 6pm of His Eminence %%

Archbishop Stylianos Harkianakis, Primate of the Greek Orthodox
faithful in Australia to the joyful-sorrow of the Greek Orthodox in
Australia and abroad, and to other Orthodox and non-Orthodox who
had come into contact with him over his 44 pastoral years. Sorrow
because our spiritual father who had offered so much in his sermons
and writings had passed from our lives, and joy because he was
worthy to be taken on the feast day of the Annunciation.

Memorial services were conducted by the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
Churches in Crete, and in all Churches throughout Australia. His
Memorial Service took place at the Archdiocese Church of the
Annunciation on Friday 29 March where he lay overnight whilst the
clergy read from scriptural passages and the Orthodox faithful came
to pay their respects, pray, and obtain a final blessing. His funeral,
which was streamed through the internet, took place on Saturday 30
March and was followed with his burial behind the Chapel of St
Athanasius at Rookwood cemetery.

His Eminence inspired the faithful and touched the lives of hundreds 8
of thousands. He nurtured and expanded the Greek Orthodox Church i

throughout Australia and represented the wider Orthodox Church in ~ §
dialogues with the non-Orthodox, to whom he reminded us we have
a duty to speak and reveal God’s truth. His many achievements are
outlined in the Archdiocese website and its publications.

We will honour him through prayer offerings and in the way he asked
to be remembered, at the dinner held in honour of his feast day:
“I will be grateful, when I no longer exist here and will have slept, and
am hopefully in the house of the righteous, if you and your children
could at some time say that we once had an Archbishop who loved us
as much as it’s possible for a person to love such a great flock of
people.” May his memory be eternal.
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