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H Evdoén
AvaAnyn
tou Kuplou

Elxav mepaoel 40 nuépec amo
Vv Avaotaon tou Kupilou pac. O
Evayyehlotnc Aoukdag otov BLBAlo
Twyv Mpdfewv pag TePLYpAdEL,
pHe amAa Aoywa: O Avaotnuévog
KUplog  TaPOUCLACTNKE  TIOAAEG
dopéc otoug pabntéc Tou, Kal
He TOMEC amobellelg nbele va
Toug PBefalwon WG TPAYUOTL
Atav {wvtavog. Toug [AoUoE yla
Ta Muothpla Kot TG aAnBeleg
™M¢ awwviag Baolelag tou Oeou.
'ETpwyeE kal cuvavaotpédoviav padll
Toug. Toug €8w0oe Kal TNV EVIOAN
Vo NV amopakpuvBouv amo  Ta
lepooOAUpa AANG VA TIEPLUEVOULY Va
npaypatonowinBel n umocyxeon Tou
o’autoug.'OtL, 6nAadn, Ba AaBatvav
10 Aylo MNMvevpa mou Ba toug €oteve
0 OQeoc-NMatnp. ‘Etol, Bd'matlpvav

Suvapn kat Ba yivovtav HAPTUPES
™M¢ wnc kat tng dtdackaAiag tou
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Xplotou otnv loudala, otn Zaudpela
Kol 0'0A0 TO KOGO.

Evw €heye auta ta Adyla o’ autoug,
avuwbnke mpPoc Tov oupavod Kal
éva olvvedo Tov Tmapélafe kal
Tov mrpe am'ta PATIA TOUG. TOTE,
mapouctlaotnkay kat SUo Ayyehol
Aeukodopepévol TIou Toug Eelmav:
«Avbpeg ToA\aiol, Tl oTékeote Kkal
KOLTAlETE £TOL OKIVNTOL TOV OUPAVO?
Autoc o Inocoug mou avaindOnke
amd QVALECA O0ag OTOV oupavo
Ba ENBeL pe Tov (5l0 TPOTO TIAALY,
TiPOA€yovTag £T0L Kal TNV Agutépa
Mapouacia tou Kuplou pac.

H uvupvoloyla tng EkkAnoiag uag,
otnv €opthy TG AvaAnPewc Tou
Kuplou, elval TMOAU KOTATOTUOTIKN.
Me ocadnvela yhadupotnta oAAd
Kol amAotnTa  emefnyouvial  Ta
yeyovota Tng  AvoAAPewg Kot
avaAvovtal ta Oela Teteheouéva.
To TIPWTO KEKPAYAPLO TOU ECTIEPLVOU
Slvel mARpN EWoOva TWV 00wV
dlabpapartilovrad.

1. O Kuplog aveAndbn yla va pag

oteldel  Ttov  MapdkAnto-Ay.
Mvela 0TO KOGUO.

2. Ou Ovupavol etolpocav Tov
Opodvo Tou.

3. XUweda Tov petafiBalouv
oTov oupavo (kata Tatepikn
epunveia, olvvedo edbw

ONUALVEL TAYUA ayYEAWVY)

4. Ayyehot Bavpdalouvv PBAETOVIEG
avBpwro (tnv avBpwrivn duon
TOU XpLoToU) va aveRaivel mavw
Qo AUTOUC

5. O 0Oeoc-Matip O€xetal oTLg
ayKAAeG Tou TOV HOVOYEVH Kal
ouvaidlo Yoy Tou.

6. ToAylo Mveupua to cuvaiblov kal
ou6Bpovov pe Tov Matépa Kat
Tov Y10, Slatdlel TG AyYEALKEC
duvapelg,  «Apate  TUAAGY.
AnAadr, avoiyte Samhata TIg
OUPAVLEG TIUAEC OL TPWTOL TWV
AyyeAlkwyv AUVAPEWV ylo va
€L0€AON o0 BaolAlag tng 6oénc.

7. Kat tehkd OAa T €TIL TNG VYNAG

€0vn  «kpotnoate  xelpagy,
Seléete TOov evBoOULOLAOUO Kal TN
xapd oag ylati avépn o XploTog,
Twpa Kat oav avBpwrog, ekel
mou Bplokotav art’ apync.

To KOVTAKLO TNG €0PTNG CUVOTTTIKA
Hac avadEpeL, mwe Ue TNV AvaAnyn
Tou Kuplou oAokAnpwvetal To €pyo
¢ OelagOwovoulag. Autd tou ATav
0 KpudO Kal clwnnAd Muotrhplo
oTnV Tpoalwvia Bouln tou Beou.
AnAadn, va otelAn tov Movoyevn
ToU YO OTOV KOOWO, VO oapKwon
ek Mvebpatog Aylou kat Maplag
™c MNapBevou kat va avaAdBel OAn
v avBpwriivn dvon. Na mdbn
w¢ avbpwrmog, va otaupwbel, va
tadel kal va ocuvavaoToel UE TNV
evboén Avdotaor) Tou 0Ao to lévog
Twv avBpwnwyv. Twpa, otnv &vdotn
AvaAnin tou Kuplou pag, autod To
0X€810 €xel paypatomnolnbet.

Agv UTIAPXOUV TILO TALPLOOTA QAAA
KaL TILO OUYKWVNTIKA Adyla ylo va
ekdppdoouv auth TNV aAnBela ano
Ta Aoyla tou lepol XpuoooTouoU
otn Oeila Aewtoupyia. e am\n
HETADpacn «Xu amo TV avunapéia
Hag €bepeg otn (wn. Kat otav
Eeméoape amd TO TPOOPLOUO HAG,
Sev pag ddnoeg oTn MTWON KAl 0TO
Bdvato, aA\d TAAL HOC QVEOTNOEC
Kat pag odnynoeg otn {wr Kal
v aAnBela. Kat dev émaeg
OWTAPLOL  EVEPYELD, UEXPL TIOU
0TO TPOOWTO Tou avaAndBévtog
Kuplou pog avupwoeg kat eudag
0TOUC 0UPAVOUC KAl LOG XAPLOEC TNV
LéEMouoa atwvia Bacela Zou».

H OBplappevtiky AvaAnln Tou
Kuplou pog amotelel  kdAeopa
Kat TpookAnon yla KaBe TLOTO,
va  akohouBrnoel to Xplotod amod
toUutn T W otnv Awwvia. Matl n
AvaAnyn tou Xplotou otnv ouoia
elvat ev Suvapel n Sikn pag oupavia
avuwolc.

Apaye 6Oa  TOAUAOCOUUE va Tov
QKOAOUBNCOUE;...



The Faith of the
Apostles was thelr
expectation that
Christ would never
leave them nor
forsake them as they
embarked on their
mission to evangelise
and baptise all the
nations.

In enumerating the ministries of the Church, St Paul
places apostles first, then prophets, then teachers, and
so on (1 Corinthians 12:28). The Apostles are placed first
because they conveyed their own personal eyewitness
experience of Christ's earthly ministry. When Judas
Iscariot’s apostleship fell vacant due to his betrayal, the
criterion for his replacement was that the person must
have been present from the baptism of John through
Christ's ministry until His Assumption (Acts 1:22).

In Hebrews 11:1 St Paul wrote that 'faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen!
When we talk about the Apostles’ faith, we do not refer
to their eye witnessing of the Person of Christ and His
ministerial events. Rather, the faith of the Apostles was
their expectation that all that Christ promised would
come to pass. That is, that He would never leave them
nor forsake them (Hebrews 13:5) as they embarked on
their mission to evangelise and baptise all the nations.
In fact, in the Greek text, each negative is emphasised
by being doubled, "I will not, never, [o0 pn] leave you
nor will I not, never, [oud’ oU uR] forsake you" (Hebrews
13:5).

The trials the Apostles endured while preaching
the Gospel reveals their great faith and belief in this
promise of Christ. They devoted their entire life for
Him, sacrificing all. This faith began as 'a mustard seed’
(Matthew 17:20) and by the end of their lives became

the great tree which resembles the Kingdom of God
(Matthew 13:31-32). To arrive there the Apostles had to
water this tree with their toil and tears. Every time their
faith was tested it grew little by little.

Repetition is a great way to grow in confidence, and
the same is true about faith. Each setback, difficulty
and threat gradually re-enforced their faith, just as gold
is tested and refined in fire. The genuineness of their
faith, which had served to praise, honour and glorify
Christ, had solidified by the end of their lives to the point
where they no longer preached by faith alone but by
experience,

The object of unfaithfulness for unbelievers revolves
around the question of Christ's divinity. But for us who
believe in the resurrected Lord, the object of our faith
revolves around the promises of Christ. At times this faith
may be weak due to life's difficulties. However, this faith
will grow if we do not lose focus on Christ, for He warned
us that ‘without Me you can do nothing' (John 15:5).

As we embark on the solemn feast of the Apostles, let us
imitate the faith and endurance of those men who made
His life their life, and became teachers of the faith and
models of missionary work. May their life emanate and
transmit a pulse to us who are weak. By this common
faith may we be united to each other, and to those who
went before us, so that our life may also serve to glorify
Christ and lead us to His eternal Kingdom.

THE FAITH OF THE APOSTLES | 3



Baptism: The dooy

—

It is through the Holy Mystery (Sacrament) of Baptism
that one enters into the fellowship of the Church, and
partakes in its powers, its activities, and the treasures of
its divine m)@teries. In the Orthodox Church the person,
ally an infant, is immersed into and elevated out of
e holy water of the baptismal font three times, each
"ﬁ' he name of one of the persons of the Holy Trinity.

established by our Lord, Jesus
hen He told Ii|is Disciples:

preach the Gospel to
10 believes and is baptised,
e who does not believe,
ed! (Mark 16:15-16).

-

d the essential cornerstone
ed and recognised as members
en the Apostle Peter spoke to the
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, a

ere cor_lverted to the faith in Jesus Christ.
he Apostle whatjado to be saved. He told

This is
summarised by Apostle
Paul, as chanted in the baptismal
service:

‘For as many of you as have been baptised into
Christ, have put on Christ’ (Galatians 3:27).

According to Saint Basil the Great, the baptised person
becomes new without changing, reconstructed without
being crushed, is cured without suffering, reborn without
a mother, and reaches the pinnacle of life with youthful
exuberance. Through the power of the Holy Spirit the
baptised person proceeds towards incorruptibility,
whilst still being.je. their corruptible nature.

All the above conditions become a reality at the time
of Baptism (and Chrismation in our next article), whilst
we are in infancy. However, by the time we grow up and
try to become true believers, we would have committed
many sins, some of them quite serious. These may well
impede our spiritual efforts, and reduce or nullify the
gifts we had received at Baptism.

imacus does not let us despair. He
is another powerful Mystery

nge all our sins
he

C



The

' spiritual
blessings of the
| Mystery bestow upon the

person rebirth and renewal,

when he is baptised through

water and the Holy Spirit, without
which they cannot enter the Kingdom
of Heaven (John 3:5). In view of this
statement by the Lord, Baptism is the only
door to salvation, with the only exception
being baptism by the blood of martyrdom.

It was the Apostles who also named
Baptism as rebirth, which refers to the
remission of sins, of the baptised person
‘into Christ, puts on Christ, which refers
to renewal of life. By being adopted by
Christ, we acquire the rights of a heir
(Galatians 3:27, 29).

Having outlined the nature and
significance of Baptism, we should
all personally delve much more into
meaning in the life of the Church.
icular, we should examine and
ow this first Mystery of our
ens the door to salvation,




St Savvas of Kalymnos

Saint Savvas was born in 1862 to

a poor family in Eastern Thrace,
Greece. Although his parents did
not approve, the Saint had a deep
desire for monasticism from a very
young age. In his mid-teens, he left
home and travelled to the Skete of
Saint Anne on Mount Athos where
he displayed total obedience to his
superiors.

After some time, Saint Savvas
made a pilgrimage to the Holy
Lands. He entered the Monastery
of Saint George the Chozebite
where, in 1890, he was tonsured a
monk. After a second period of time
spent at the Skete of St Anne, Saint
Savvas was ordained a priest and
had developed his skills to become
an expert iconographer.

Whilst in Athens on business one
day, he was told Saint Nectarios
of Pentapolis (9 November) had
asked that Saint Savvas visit him
at his monastery on the island of
Aegina, Greece. After meeting with
him, Saint Savvas remained on the
island and served Saint Nectarios
until his blessed repose.

Once after a forty-day period of
ascetism, Saint Savvas completed
the very first icon of Saint
Nectarios. He firmly instructed the
nuns of the monastery to place the
icon in church to be venerated.

With the increased number

of the faithful travelling to the
monastery, Saint Savvas relocated
to the Monastery of All Saints on
the island of Kalymnos in 1926.
For twenty-two years he served
faithfully and practised extreme
ascetism, giving all of his time and
energy to the Lord and his brothers
and sisters in Christ. During World
War Two, for example, he spent

6 | HOLINESS IN OUR TIMES

whole nights standing in prayer for
the world. Whenever he prayed,

an indescribable aroma would
surround him; this same fragrance
continues from his tomb to this day.

On 7 April 1948, Saint Savvas gave
his final counsels to his spiritual
children before clapping his hands
and repeating, “the Lord, the Lord,
the Lord!" One of the nun's present
recounts how she saw his soul,
surrounded by a golden cloud, rise
to Heaven.

When his tomb was opened in 1957,
a strong and beautiful fragrance
spread from the tomb throughout
the entire town. Many miracles
have since been worked through
Saint Savvas' intercessions.

An example for all present day
Orthodox Christians, Saint Savvas
was a humble man of prayer who
followed God's will and served his
neighbour wholeheartedly.




“How can we prioritise:God while living in the world?”

Yes, we need to prioritise God while living in the world.
The purpose of life is to come to communion with God,
to be with Him forever. Being close to Christ and His
teachings brings peace to us in this life. As blessed
Augustine put it, ‘You have made us for yourself, O Lord,
and our heart is restless until it rests in you!

Of course, most of us are called to live in the world.
When Jesus was asked whether to pay taxes or not,
He replied: ‘Render unto Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and unto God the things that are
God's’ (Matthew 22:21).

So our Lord wants from
us integrity and honesty
in our dealings. Those
that work should do so
conscientiously, those
who are  students
should  study hard,
those who have the
sacred calling to be
parents, husbands or
wives, should do this
selflessly.  Our priority,
however, should always be
God and our spiritual journey.

The first aspect in prioritising God

is that we need to be vigilant and careful
so as not to allow a worldly mindset to change

us and to dominate us. ‘Worldly mindset’ refers to a
way of thinking and living that emphasises that which
does not have eternal value: money, material goods, our
appearance, our clothes, what others think of us, a way
of life that is very busy with parties, etc.

The Bible often warns us about the dangers of this
worldly mindset.

James, the brother of the Lord writes: ‘Pure and
undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to
visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep
oneself unspotted from the world’ (James 1:27).

True religion is to do works of love and to not allow the
world to stain us. Apostle Paul entreats us, ‘Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind’ (Romans 12:2). Apostle John
also puts it very strongly, ‘Do not love the world or the
things in the world .. For all that is in the
world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life - is
not of the Father but is of the
world’ (1 John 2:15-16),

We will prioritise the Lord
while living in the world
if we have come to know
the love of Christ. We will
then be so overwhelmed
that giving priority to the
Lord will come naturally.
We will also clearly see the
emptiness of the worldly
life that most people live.

How can we come to know Christ

and His love? As our Archbishop

wrote in this year's Paschal message,

such deep knowing will not come by us trying

to prove the Resurrection, or after philosophical or
scientific enquiry, such deep faith is a miracle.

What do we need to strive for so that such a miracle
can occur in us? We need to clean our heart from the
passions; after all Jesus said: ‘Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God’ (Matthew 5:8).

Q&A WITH THE CLERGY | 7
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Across many of his writings, Saint
Maximus the Confessor (580-662
AD) comments on various aspects
of Holy Pentecost. In Ambigua
(Ambiguities’) St Maximus explains
the homilies of St Gregory the
Theologian: Pentecost is linked with
the eighth day of creation, which is
tied to the first day of creation, and
on this day we see ‘the unalloyed,
all-shining presence of God! This
presence abides in those who
choose to live in imitation of God
and 'have wilfully used the principle
of their being contrary to nature!

In his Responses to Thalassios on
Difficulties in Sacred Scripture, St
Maximus examines Pentecost in the
context of Christ's commandment
to the Apostles to ‘make disciples
of all the nations' (Matthew 28:19).
He explains that St Peter required
the grace of the Holy Spirit, which
was received at Pentecost, and
the divine revelation he received
about ministering the Gentiles (Acts
10:9-35). He follows on from this
by linking Pentecost, where the
promise is made that 'l will pour out
my Spirit upon all flesh' (Acts 2:17),
with the ability of every person to
receive the salvation of God through
becoming pure in heart.

St Maximus understands Pentecost
symbolically through its numbering,
being that the Feast arises fifty
days after Pascha. As fifty is five
multiplied by ten, this is understood
to represent the combination of
‘human nature; identified through
the five senses, and ‘deification’
(theosis) through the grace of
God, which was the reason the
divine law was given through the
Ten Commandments. Through this
deeper spiritual insight possessed
by St Maximus and the other
Church Fathers, we can see that
through the grace of the Holy Spirit
on Pentecost it was God's will that
humanity become ‘gods by grace!



Orthodox icons which depict events from the Gospel
or the history of the church are not intended to be
historical representations of what took place. They show
us a theological meaning, becoming windows through
which we participate mystically in the spiritual reality of
these events. In the same way, the Divine Liturgy calls
us to partake in the life of our Saviour.

When we look at the icon of Pentecost, we see twelve
Apostles seated on a semicircular bench. The foremost
Apostles Peter and Paul are seated at the head,
followed by the Holy Evangelists. The Evangelists
hold their Gospel books, while the other Apostles hold
scrolls which represent the gift of teaching which they
received from the Holy Spirit. The fact that St Paul was
not present at the historical event of Pentecost hints at
the deeper significance of this feast. The descent of the
Holy Spirit, which is represented by the twelve rays of
light descending from the heavenly sphere at the top
of the icon, is not limited by time or space. So St Paul
is depicted in the icon to highlight his unity with all the
Apostles as a vessel of divine grace and a member of
the Body of Christ. The empty seat at the very top of the
semicircle is the place of Christ, the Head of the Church.
Although He ascended to heaven, He assured us that
He would send down the Comforter, and that He will be
with us always, unto the

end of the ages.

=Phe lcok ol P
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entecost
At the bottom of the icon, a dark space is depicted
from which emerges an elderly figure wearing royal
garments, holding in his outstretched hands a white
cloth containing twelve sealed scrolls. An inscription
on a 17th century icon of Pentecost explains the
symbolism of this enigmatic scene: the old man is the
world personified. He was sitting in a dark place which
represents the darkness of ignorance which abounded

before Christ. He is elderly and bent over with years,
grown old with the sin of Adam.

His royal crown represents the tyranny which sin held
over the whole world. The white cloth and the twelve
scrolls which he bears signifies the Apostolic teaching
which brought the world out of darkness into the light
of faith.

St Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain says the Holy
Apostles were like lanterns lit by the fire of the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost. And just as one lantern
lights another, passing on the original light unchanged,
so the Apostles passed the Holy Spirit to the bishops
and priests. Over millennia, they then passed it on to
us through the sacraments of the church. Pentecost
reminds us that the Holy Spirit lives in us. Like the
Apostles, we too can pass on the light of God to our
families and neighbours, our friends

and enemies, and the whole

world around us.



H AT IAXXPICTINA £tnos tov
Tplto
TIAOUOLA OLKOYEVEL KOL O TIATEPAG
NG NTOV KPOTIKOG OELWUATLKOG
Kat  elbwAoAatpnc.
LEYAAWOE yla va YIVEL €EALPETIKA
opopdn katmoAAol {ntovoay To XEpL
¢ yla yapo. Qotdéoo, 0 TATEPAS
NG OVEelpeuoTavV OTL n XploTiva
Ba unnpetoVUoe WG LEPELA OE Evav
eLOWAOAATPLKO  vao.
™ Xplotiva oe €vav PnAo mupyo
omou oxeblale va {noeL PEXpL va
peyoAwon. ‘Exovtog kaBe daveon,
n Xplotiva €AaBe evioAn va KAavel
kaBnuepweég OBuoieg ota TOAAA
XPUOA KOl aonuévia sidwla mou
véulav Tov upyo.

awwva.  levwnBnke  oe

H Xplotiva

TonoBetnoe

Katd tn SLtapkela TG AmopOvVWong
™G, n Xplotlva mapatnpnoe tnv
opOPdGLA TOU KOOUOU €Ew amod To
napabupd tng. Oavuale WOlaltepa

SAINT CHRISTINA lived
during the third century. She
was born to a rich family and her
father was a high-ranking pagan
official. Christina grew to become
remarkably beautiful, and many
sought her hand in marriage.
However, her father envisaged
that Christina would serve as a
priestess in a pagan temple. He
placed Christina in a high tower
where he planned that she would
live until she reached maturity.
Being granted every comfort of life,
Christina was commanded to make
daily sacrifices to the many gold and
silver idols which filled the tower.

Duringhertimeinseclusion Christina
observed the beauty of the world
outside her window. She especially
admired the constellations of the
stars. Through this, she became
curious about the world's Creator.
She was convinced that idols, which
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To aotépla. MEéow autol, €ylwe
neplepyn vy Tov Anploupyd Tou
KOOUOU. 'Htav memelwopévn OTL T
eldwAa, dnuoupynbnkav
and avBpwroug, Sev pmopoloav
va Sdnuloupynoouv tov koopo. H
XploTiva. mpooeuxnbnke €vBepua
va amokaAudBel o aAnBwog
Anuloupyos. Me autdév tov mobo
yla tov ayvwoto Oegd otnv kapdld
NG, ETULOKEPTNKE Evag AyYEAOG TNV
Xplotiva kat tng €dwoe odnyleg
otn xplotiavikn Tiotn. H Ayia,
TILOTEVOVTOG OTOV XPLOTO, £OTIOOE

ov

oAa ta eldwAa Tou mMUpyou TNG.

‘Otav e(de v aAdayn Tng KOPNg
0 TaTEPAC TNG Xplotivag

Tou,

|yl
! ok By j S

were fashioned by humans, were
unable to have created the world.
Christina earnestly prayed that the
true Creator would reveal Himself.
With this desire for the unknown
God in her heart, Christina was

efopylotnke. Tnv xTUMNOE, 1INV
Bacdavioe  avnAénta kAL TNV
edpepe oto dkaotnplo. H Xplotiva
duAakioTnKe yla TNV TOTN TNG OTOV
Xplotod. ‘Htav va amokepaAloTel,
OAAG O TATEPAG TNG TOU NATAV
uylng méBave ekelvo to Ppdadu. OL
OQVTLTPOCWTIOL TOU  QUTOKPATOPQ
mou  OlabéxTnkav TOV  TATEPQ
TNG, OUVEXLOOV VO TNG KAvVouv
Ta Bla  dplktd  PBacavioThpla.
MoAAol avBpwrol mou eidav tn
Bavpatoupyn emBlwon Tng amo
Ta Bacaviotipla kat tn Bappaléa
UTIoOplov NG, €ywvav Xplotiavol.
MeTd amod MO TIOPOTETAUEVN
neplodo okAnpwv Bacoaviotnpiwy,
mou n Ayla Xplotiva umédepe yla
TOV XpLOTO TEALKA ELOPTUPNOE.

Tn pvAun g Meyalopdptupog
XpLoTivog TLHoUE oTLS 24 louAlou.

visited by an angel who instructed
her in the Christian Faith. Believing
in Christ, the Saint smashed all the
idols in her tower.

Upon witnessing his daughter’s
transformation, Christina's father
was enraged. He brought her
to trial and beat and tortured
her mercilessly. Christina was
imprisoned for her steadfastness in
the faith. She was to be beheaded,
but her healthy father died that
night. Her father's successive
imperial deputies continued
applying the gruesome tortures
against Christina. Many people who
witnessed her miraculous survival
of various tortures, and courageous
endurance, cametothefaith. Afteran
extended period of harsh tortures,
Saint Christina suffered for Christ
and was executed for witnessing her
faith. We commemorate the Great
Martyr Christina on July the 24th.



And 1 also say

to you that _you are
Peter, and on this rock

I will build My church

Matthew 16:18

Prior to Christ saying these words, He had asked His
Disciples who the people said that He was. When Simon
Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God, Christ responded with those famous words.

The Roman Catholic tradition misinterprets this
passage to justify the supremacy of the Pope as head
of the Church. It erroneously identifies Peter as the
‘rock; and thus considers the Bishop (Pope) of Rome as
the supposed successor of Peter to be the rock’ upon
which the Church is founded.

The Greek word used in the Gospel of Matthew for rock’
is 'petra;, which is a feminine noun. How then can Peter,
a man, be the foundation of the Church when the word
used is feminine? The Fathers understand the petra to
refer not to St Peter but to ‘the faith of his confession’
(St John Chrysostom). Additionally, the rock is used
throughout the Bible to refer to Christ - further proving
that it refers to Christ and faith in Him, and not Peter.

Finally, it is inaccurate from a historical perspective to
understand Peter and Rome as the rock on which the
Church was founded. St Peter was never the Bishop of
Rome - Eusebius of Caesarea's Ecclesiastical History
states that the first Bishop of Rome was St Linus
(Book 3.2). As for the claims of the supremacy of the
see of Rome, the fact is that although St Peter founded
churches in many cities and Rome was considered the
first among equals by the Ecumenical Councils, it was
never supreme.

Leaving aside the history, it is important to focus on the

deep faith that St Peter had and his confession of Christ
as God. Through these, we can truly approach Christ.
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“T'he voice of the Lord is upon the waters”

Psalm 28 was written by King David thousands of years
before the birth of Christ. It is best known for containing
a prophecy of the proclamation of the baptism of
Jesus Christ in the Jordan River. This is the great feast
of Theophany (literally ‘revelation of God') which our
Church celebrates on 6 January each year.

We see this prophecy most clearly in verse 3 where
the Psalmist says ‘The voice of the Lord is over the
waters; The God of glory thundered; The Lord is upon
the many waters.! Our Church uses this verse on many
occasions, including during the Service of the Great
Blessing of the Waters on Theophany. St Hippolytus of
Rome rhetorically asks ‘what voice?' before answering
that it is a 'voice from heaven’ which proclaimed loudly
at Christ's baptism, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased’ (Matthew 3:17).

More broadly, Psalm 28 is a reminder of the power
and glory of God, the manner in which he should be
worshipped, and the good things that come to those
who worship Him.

Verses 1 and 2 begin with a four-fold call for the ‘sons
of God' to ‘bring to the Lord’ their sacrifices, and the
glory due His name. The repeated call emphasises the
importance of these offerings, especially for those of
us who ask ‘what shall | render to the Lord for all His
benefits to me' (Psalm 116:12), and concludes with the
exhortation to worship the Lord ‘in His holy court!
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When following this exhortation to worship the Lord,
we are not simply worshipping a powerful ruler or an
earthly king, but rather the God of all. This is the focus
of verses 3 to 9 which speak of the power of God. King
David poetically writes that the ‘voice of God is full of
majesty, it ‘shutters cedars; it ‘cuts through fiery flames;
it ‘'shakes the desert; and it ‘causes deer to calve! Here,
King David shows the sovereignty of the Lord over
all creation: there is no place that his voice does not
extend, and no issue that his voice does not bear upon.
The world was created through God's voice: ‘'Then God
said, “Let there be light”' (Genesis 1:3), and is sustained
through His voice. More practically, we should see God
in all creation, including his power and his benevolence.

Because of this power, Verses 9 and 10 tell us that ‘the
Lord shall sit as King forever’ and that ‘in His temple,
everyone speaks of His glory. Finally, the Psalm
concludes by setting out the Lord's promises to those
who love Him - he ‘will give strength to His people’ and
‘will bless His people with peace. May we be worthy of
such blessings.




Man of God is a 2021 film that follows the life of Saint
Nektarios of Pentapolis from his time as Bishop
of Pentapolis in Egypt to the end of his life. The
great strength of Man of God is the extent it goes
to highlighting the virtues and endurance of Saint
Nektarios in an authentic, Orthodox fashion. It is both
enjoyable and edifying.
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The emphasis of this film is the remarkable suffering that
Saint Nektarios endured, arising from the lies, slander
and calumny that came about as a result of the jealous
fellow hierarchs in the Patriarchate of Alexandria. This
followed the Saint for the rest of his life, and meant that
Saint Nektarios could never settle anywhere in peace
without having troubles with both Church and state
authorities.

Where Man of God excels is in showing the viewers how
Saint Nektarios found ways to live faithfully amidst these
difficulties. Despite all of his troubles, he never allowed
these to hinder his love for God - never allowing himself
to get into further troubles to do what was correct.

Most of the important moments in the Saint's life are
explored in the film, including his time in Egypt, at the
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Rizarios School, at the Monastery he founded in Aegina
(now the Monastery of Saint Nektarios), and on his
deathbed at the Evangelismos hospital in Athens in
1920. Perhaps because of the visual medium, however, it
often comes across more powerfully than reading about
these parts of the Saint's life.

Man of God is masterfully directed by Yelena Popovic, a
devout Orthodox Christian and filmmaker. The imagery,
and the filming that occurred in Greece all have an
authentic feel and make the viewer feel as though they
were in the shoes of the Saint. This is a professional
production, and it shows.
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Aris Servetalis takes on the role of Saint Nektarios,
and truly captures the humility and love for God that
the Saint had. Saint Nektarios' assistant at the Rizarios
School, Kostas, is played by Alexander Petrov who is a
well-known Russian actor. The other notable actor in
the film who has a short but vital cameo at the end is
the American actor Mickey Rourke.

This film is a great blessing and was filmed in difficult
circumstances during the COVID-19 pandemic in
Greece. There were many challenges in having this
film produced, and yet the result is nothing short of
magnificent. Despite being in English, Man of God was
the highest-grossing film in Greece for a number of
weeks and even made the US box office charts due to
the sheer volume of churches that booked out cinemas
for their parishioners to view the film.

Many parishes continue to organise screenings of
this film, and our recommendation is that all of our
readers - young and old - go and see this film.
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METACTPODH
TOY
ATTOCTOAOV
TAVAOV

‘Otav o MMavhog avabBewpsl TNV
nepacuévn tou {wr tnv dlalpel os
SV0 Lépn, TNV emoxn xwplc XpLotd
Kol TNV €Moxn UE To Xploto. Twpa
TANGCLAJOUUE TNV UEYAAN  KOUTH
™M¢ {wNng tou. Tpla ouvTaPAUTIKA
yeyovota To €va Tiow amd To
aMo: O @®dvog Tou Zteddavou, O
Stwyuog otnv lovdaia, To TaéldL otn
Aapaoko.

Tatideve dn okTw NUEPEC TTPOC TNV
Aapaoko, £XovTag 0To 0AKKO TOU TNV
OULOTATLKA EMLOTOAR TOU Yuvedplou
KaTA Twv kel XploTlavwy. Kal otnv
okéPL Tou, yupilouv adlokoma
ekelva Ta Adyla yla Tov TpodnTn,
TIOU TOL AVEDEPE OTLC TIPOOEUXEC TOU,
oe OAn v SLapKeLA TWV papTupiwy
TouG. «Q¢ mpoPatov enl odaynv
Nxbn». OGuuotav Tov TACYoVTA
Meoolo. mou mebalvel, autdv mou
ETIPETE va Yivel 0 ZwTAp Kal Tou
€0UTOU TOU Kal Tou AaoU Tou, amod
TNV BpNnoKeUTIKA Kat TV NOIKA Tou
KATAMTwol. AVTIAQUBAVETAL OTL KATL
AdpaTo ToV TILELEL E0WTEPLKOG. TOTE,
aloBAaveTal péoa Tou va GouvIwvn
o Ayplo to Hicog tou evaviiov
QUTAC NG ALPECEWC TIOU EE€PEL OTL
n vikn Tng Ba mpokaAoVoe TO TEAOG
™¢ loudalkAg Bpnokeiag kal Ttwv
KOOLLOKPATOPLIKWY 0XeSlwv TNG.

Zadvikd Tavw amd ToV oupavo
gL ektudAwTIK PAdya. Ta dAoya
otnénkav opbla kat aladlacuéva.
Jav GULYKLVNTLKO TIaPAmnovo,
akoVETAL N Gwvh, TTOU ToV KAAoUoE
e TO Ovopa Ttou, uia dopd, Suo

dOopEC, BALLUEVN, YEUATN TIOPATIOVO.
«20OUA! ZaoUA, TL pe Suwkelg» Kat
oav 00TPAT, N OUPAVLA ETYVWOLG
Tov cuvetdpate. O Itédavog eixe
Siko! O Inooug In! Elval va amopn
Kaveig, mou o ZaUAOG, UE TNV Opun
QUTNC TNG EMLYVWOEWC emabe (Ayyo;
Moéoco Slaotnua mépaoe PEXPL TNV
OTLYUr Tou PBynAke amd péoa Tou
ekeivn n epwtnolg mou dev Seiyvn
apdBoAria, aAa €kmAngl - «Tig &,
Kiple;» - Sev 1o &€pope. Kal twpa
AABav ta AUTPWTIKA Adyla. «Eyw
- €Wl - Inoouc!» Kat cav tpudepod
Tmapamnovo avinxnoe votepa. «Ov
oVl SLWKeLg!»

Ekelvn tnv oTyun, 10 OWIEWO
Mpoowmo Tou Inool Ttou ¢avnke
oav éva kedpAGAl yeuato ailpota
Kol TIANYEG, UE TIOANEG  AEMTEQ
oNOTIOPHUPEC YPaUUES. Kal TaAL,
oav 00TPATN MEPACE HECA ATIO TO
HUOAG TOou N okEWPLS OTL TO HUOTLKO
OWUO TOU XPLOTOU TIAOXEL PE Ta
nabnuata twv Sikwv tou. To Dwg
¢ miotewg eixe avateidel péoa
tou! 'Htav pia avatoAn Suvapewv
ONO HUOTAPLO, N EVOpElg ULAC

Kawvoupylag wng, n eloodog evog
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QVWTEPOU KOCUOU, N KoTepyacia
TOU KaTagepou aypol TG PuxngTou.
Elxe akAovntn memoibnon, ot elxe
TPAYHATIKA (6N kal elxe cuvouLAnoEL
pe tov Avaotavta Kuplo.

Kat va, o auAog ATav TAAL eVTEAWC
o {6log, o)L Kavelg ovVeLPOTIAPUEVOG,
OAG PE TIC O0TABEPEC TOU OKEWELS,
avBpwmo¢ TG Tmpdafswc.  «Ti
nowow, Koptg;» ‘Oxt Bprvol yua
NV Koupatloopévn wn tou, oUTe
ameAmiopéva  Slafriuota,  aAla
€pya, TO HABnua amd TNV opxn,
avaouvtaélc o€ OAn TN ypappn!
«Kuple, mape pe kat Swoe ToOV
EQUTO HOU Ot 2éva». Q&AW va
elpal akoAouBog oou, BéAw va
elpat dovhoc cou! O oupaviog
Kuvnyog Tov  oUvéAaPe,  ToOV
ebapaoce onwe Saudlouv Uld yla
mavta ekelva Ta aypla dloya, mou
UOTEPQ, UTIAKOUOUV TpoBupa oTov
KaBaAdpn Toug, meBapxolV Kal 0TO
eAaxLloto vevpa Tou. ‘Otav o ZalAog
onkwlnke amd YAuw, nATav yla
mavta €vag motog akoAouBog tou
Inoou, yla 6Aoug toug alwveg. Kal
gywve o MavAog o Méyag amooToAog
Twv €0vwv.
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...and His kingdom will have no end...

God is Eternal, without beginning
and without end. Therefore, His
kingdom and His rule is eternal also.
His kingdom ‘is not of this world’
(John 18:36). It is unlike any earthly
kingdom, or period of government,
all of which end sooner or later.

Christ revealed God's kingdom.
His public ministry began with the
exhortation, ‘Repent, forthe kingdom
of heaven is at hand’ (Matthew 4:17).
Through His words and actions He
brought to all mankind a new way
of life, a new reality, filled with the
spirit of His kingdom. He made it
clear to us that 'the kingdom of God
is within us (Luke 17:21).

It is found within our heart when
we actively participate in the divine
Mysteries of the Church and struggle
to live according to God's will. In the
Lord's Prayer, we ask "Your kingdom
come, Your will be done on earth as
itis in heaven!

The words ‘within you' can also
be translated as ‘among you' ie.
God's kingdom is present in the
community of the faithful, in the
Church, and especially during
every Divine Liturgy where we
repeatedly proclaim and affirm the
timelessness of His kingdom:

K@t mEhLy SPYOREVOY po s ot
rcpwm t_,mvmg Kal vsxpoug,

o tiic BucLAELag OVK E0TOL T£M0G.

‘Blessed is the kingdom of the
Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, now and ever
and to the ages of ages. Amen'’
(Opening words of the Divine

Liturgy).

‘May the Lord God remember
all of you in His kingdom,
always, now and ever and to
the ages of ages. Amen’ (Great
Entrance of the Divine Liturgy).

It is through our incorporation into
the Body of Christ, the Church, that
we experience a foretaste of the
heavenly eternal kingdom, here and
now. We cannot yet experience it in
its fullness, for this will be fulfilled
after the second Coming of Christ.

To be living citizens of this kingdom
from now is what Orthodox
Christians  work towards with
vigilance, joy and ascesis, for ‘the
kingdom of heaven suffers violence,
and the violent take it by force'
(Matthew 11:12). That is, our desire
for Christ needs to be so great that
it removes anything which stands
as a barrier between ourselves and
Him.

Christ highlighted many times
the barriers which keep us from
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receiving the kingdom of heaven.
On seeing the sorrowful reaction of
the rich young man He commented,
‘How hard it is for those who have
riches to enter the kingdom of God!'
(Luke 18:24).

He also provided the key to
overcome these barriers: ‘Let the
little children come to Me, and do
not forbid them; for of such is the
kingdom of God. Assuredly, | say to
you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will
by no means enter it' (Luke 18:16-
17). We are to emulate the simplicity,
innocence and complete faith of
young children in order to inherit
God's kingdom.

May the words of Apostle Paul
encourage us to live each day as
citizens of the eternal kingdom: 'For
our light affliction, which is but for
a moment, is working for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory, while we do not look at
the things which are seen, but
at the things which are not seen.
For the things which are seen are
temporary, but the things which are
not seen are eternal’ (2 Corinthians
4:17-18).
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to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
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News & Events

The Neomartyrs

This was the theme of the sixth presentation commemorating 200 years
since the 1821 Greek Revolution presented by the Boys Omathes (Orthodox
Youth Fellowship) on Sunday 6 May, with the blessing and presence of
His Eminence our Archbishop Makarios of Australia. His Grace Bishop
Christodoulos of Magnesia, other clergy of our Holy Archdiocese and over
500 people were also in attendance.

The presentation focused on the role the ‘Neomartyrs' had in preserving
our faith through 400 years of Ottoman occupation. We know about them
due to the incredible work of St Nicodemus the Hagiorite who compiled
and published their lives. This inspired and gave courage to the Greeks
who refused to succumb to pressure to compromise their faith. With their
resistance and martyrdom, they became the first heroes of the Revolution.
The boys related stories of many Neomartyrs in a video presentation,
performed songs and dances in their honour, and presented a play on the
life of St Pavlos of Peloponnesus, who was martyred in Tripoli in 1818,

Deeply moved, His Eminence congratulated the young people for their
efforts. Noting the sad fact that many today have abandoned the Orthodox
faith and are disconnected from their Greek heritage, he encouraged
everyone to reject pressure to conform to the values of this world, remain
firm in our faith, and struggle for our Greek Orthodox heritage and values.
Through this, we can help others remain connected to Christ and His
church, just like the Neomartyrs did.

“Do not deny your Orthodox Christian faith
because there is no greater treasure in this world.”

+ St Nicodemus the Hagiorite
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Key Dates

JUNE

1=
Wednesday
After-feast of
Pascha

5

Sunday

Fathers of the
1st Ecumenical
Council

19

2

Thursday
ASCENSION
OF OUR LORD

12

Sunday

PENTECOST

29 =

Sunday of All Wednesday

Saints Peter and

20-28 Apostles' Fast | Paul, the Holy
Apostles

JULY

Friday Sunday

Cosmas and Martyr

Damianos, the | Hyacinth

Unmercenaries

Sunday Sunday

45 Holy Fathers of the

Martyrs of 4th Ecumenical

Nicopolis Council

Sunday Sunday

Great Martyr Joseph of

Christina Arimathea
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