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Apostolic Visit of
His All-Holiness
Ecumenical
Patriarch
Bartholomew

to Australia

once in a generation event. The culmination
of many months' anticipation, preparation

and organisation. Many blessed moments for
all of us to reflect and remember for the years to come
- the visit of His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholemew, to Sydney, Australia. A 15,000 km journey
from one of the most glorious centres of Christianity
to the shores of this great land where our parents
and grandparents migrated to, faithfully preserving
their Orthodox faith and tradition. The many events
commemorating the Patriarch’s visit reflects the deep
respect and admiration the Church holds for its leader.

Allwould agreethe scaleandbreadth ofhisengagements
was outstanding. What follows is a snapshot of public
events organised for the Patriarch’s visit. The Greek
Orthodox Christian Society was blessed and honoured
to have been invited to participate in the organisation of
some of these events.
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| here Romiosyne is T
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Official Welcoming
Doxology & Reopening
of the Cathedral




FRIDAY 4 OCTOBER 2024

Hundreds of faithful gathered outside Sydney Airport,
keenly anticipating the arrival of their Shepherd and
leader. Families, children, students from our Orthodox
schools in Sydney were overjoyed to greet His Holiness.
There were many who had travelled from Perth, Hobart,
Adelaide, Canberra and Brisbane. Some had faint
memories of His All-Holiness' last visit in 1996 whilst
others looked forward to meeting him for the first time.
After a short press conference in which Archbishop
Makarios welcomed him “to his home’, the Patriarch
responded,

“Today, under the Southern Cross,
one of my deepest desires, nurtured
for almost 30 years - to see the
Orthodox faithful of Australia, whom
I love and have missed very much -
has been fulfilled.”

SATURDAY 5 OCTOBER 2024

Official Doxology Service

The official Doxology Service welcoming the Patriarch
to Sydney Australia was held in the morning with great
splendour at the Cathedral of the Annunciation in
Redfern. Thousands of faithful gathered at the Cathedral,
witnessing the grand entrance of His All-Holiness
preceded by the clergy and monastic communities. The
Patriarch officially reopened the Cathedral following
extensive renovations. The cathedral is now resplendent
with a new Icon Screen, iconography and Bishops'
thrones, befitting its role as the central church building
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in Australia.

His Emincence, Archbishop Makarios, briefly described
the historic journey of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia.
In the Patriarch’s closing address, he emphasised the
role of the Mother Church of Constantinople as being
the guardian and guarantor of Holy Tradition, describing
it as “This good testimony, the treasure trove of faith,
namely the Apostolic Tradition" He also reflected on
the progress of the Church over its centenary, and
expressed confidence in the Archdiocese’s renewal and
revitalisation as it enters into its second century.

In attendance at the Doxology service were the
Governor of NSW Margaret Beazley and Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese. Both the Governor and the Prime
Minister spoke warmly of the significant influence of the
Greek Orthodox community to the broader Australian
community and congratulated the Archdiocese on its
centenary celebrations. In addition, the Prime Minister
pledged up to $25 million to support the further
renovation and revitalisation works at the Archdiocese.

"Our holy Church... is
gathered in council, that
is, assembled ‘in one place’
in the Holy Spirit..."

"Truly our joy is fulfilled
today, because we are
communing in Christ, in
the Cup of Life..."

Patriarchal
Divine Liturgy,
ICC, Sydney
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Conferral of an Honorary Doctorate
by St Andrew's Theological College
upon His All-Holiness 6
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"Beloved children, remain close
to the Church and to Christ,
who will never disappoint you."

Session of the
Holy Eparchial
Synod of the
Archdiocese

of Australia
presided by His
All-Holiness

Sacred Journeys: Concert
celebrating the Centenary
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
Australia by the Greek Orthodox
Christian Society




Conferral Service and Concert

On Saturday evening, over 1100 people attended a
groundbreaking event at the Seymour Centre on the
campus of the University of Sydney. First, His All-
Holiness was presented with an honorary doctorate
by St Andrew's Theological College, established by
the Archdiocese. In his talk to the faithful, the Patriarch
remarked on the importance of synodality in the Church,
which ensures unity in the Church. In this context, the
Patriarch commended the new Constitution of the
Archdiocese, which establishes an ‘Eparchial Synod’ as
the governing body of the local Church.

The Greek Orthodox Christian Society then presented
a concert called, "Pwutoovvng AvtilMdadot - Sacred
Journeys'; celebrating 100 years of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of Australia. The concert commemorated
the journey of our forefathers and mothers, their
sacrifices and dedication to their faith passed on as a
precious inheritance to the next generation. It presented
hymns, traditional songs and dances, dramatic
performances and video presentations to honour the
Hierarchs, all the clergy and everyone who laboured
tirelessly over so many years for our Holy Archdiocese.

His All-Holiness then gave specific and heartfelt words
to the students of the Theological College, the young
people of the Greek Orthodox Christian Society and
the youth in general, describing them as "the most
beautiful and sweetest fruit, the optimistic perspective
of the present and the unwavering hope of the future'
He recalled the song and video prepared for his 30
year anniversary as Patriarch, and expressed his
deep appreciation for its sentiment and the bond it
establishes between Constantinople and Sydney.

"Monasticism is
nothing other than
the longing for the
Kingdom."

X & ¥ Visit to the Holy Monastery
7 - =+ of Panagia Pantanassa

"The witness of monasticism

is exceedingly imperative

today in the Church and... in
—~® the world, which is moving
rﬂ away from God"

i

Synaxis of the
monastics of Australia




SUNDAY 6 OCTOBER 2024

The largest public event of the program was a combined
Divine Liturgy held at the International Convention
Centre. On this day, all churches of NSW and ACT were
closed and over 7,000 faithful gathered at the ICC for
a unique Divine Liturgy officiated by the Ecumenical
Patriarch, together with His Eminence Archbishop
Makarios, the Bishops and clergy. It was a rare occasion
for all in attendance, truly “once in a generation” and the
atmosphere of the ICC supported that.

The new constitution was presented as a ‘correction’
of these past errors, and, as the Patriarch explained,
addresses “the contemporary administrative and
pastoral needs of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, but
at the same time restores the absolute normal order in
its structure and governance”

Following this was a presentation of ordination of
Archons, described as "ambassadors of the Great
Church for the rest of the world” In the local context,
they are referred as members of the “Order of Christ the
Saviour’, a group under the presidency of Mr Andrew
Liveris. His All-Holiness wished them the illumination
At the conclusion of the Liturgy, the Patriarch shared of the Holy Spirit and that they may be worthy - Axios!
his deep gratitude on his visit to Australia and for the
progress of the Archdiocese over its 100 years. He
commemorated the work of previous generations,
who amongst difficulties and temptations of migration,
sought to establish Churches and “preserve their
ancestral traditions and customs and faith.’

The Patriarch spent some time explaining the new
constitution of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia,
remarking that "the Archdiocese of Australia suffered
many hardships due to a distorted and unorthodox
mentality regarding the administration of the Church"

"True and living faith in Jesus Christ _ ». | "May the Church... be a

s not a dry ritualistic duty... but is , J symbol and instrument of
activated by the love of the heart, . > W VAR, " the vision for a culture of
which burns with love for God and, i B i sharing and offering, of

at the same time, for humanity, as - </ =% existence as co-existence,
the two cannot exist separately" _ and of life as communion.”

Visit to Taronga Zoo and Luncheon hosted ' ! Visit to the Church of the
by the Greek Welfare Centre ; ' Resurrection, Kogarah

9 : . 2 , For all, our prayer today
Wt o, = 1 rises as incense before the
N - '& throne of God. Eternal be
A their memory"
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Official Dinner in 4 "fm{; ¢ atatthe Graves of the Ever-

-, %y honour of His All- . Memorable Shepherds of Australia,
@l  Holiness ———g Theophylactos and Stylianos




MONDAY 7 OCTOBER 2024

His All-Holiness made his visit to the Holy Monastery
of Panagia Pantanassa at Mangrove Mountain, on
the Central Coast of New South Wales. This was the
first visit of the Patriarch to the Monastery, and the
significance was not lost on the crowd numbering over
one thousand.

A doxology service was held in the Katholikon of the

monastic ‘phronema’ that is present at the monastery.
He remarked that Panagia herself led the Fathers to
Mangrove Mountain, “this most beautiful and verdant
place” "Monasticism is nothing but the desire for the
Kingdom"” he observed.

The Patriarch presented Abbot Eusebius with a
Commendation of the Great Church. He then presented
a cross to Geronda Stephanos, former Abbot and
founder of the Monastery, and bestowed on him the
title of "Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne" “Elder
Stephanos knew well that without the existence of Holy
Monasteries, the spiritual life and presence of a local
Church would be seriously deficient’, highlighted His
All-Holiness.

The Patriarch then blessed the newly built aquaculture
ponds on the grounds of the monastery and officiated
at the first Synaxis of the monastic community in
Australia. In his address, the Patriarch again observed
that "monasticism in the Holy Archdiocese of Australia
is thriving, deeply rooted in traditional ecclesiastical
principles and flourishing under the enlightened
leadership of the chosen Elders and the guidance of
Archbishop Makarios.”’

Monastery, at which Geronda (Abbot) Eusebius formally
welcomed His All-Holiness and presented him with a
unigue icon of Panagia Nikopoios, painted by one of
the fathers of the monastery in an indigenous style on
wood from the local area. The Abbot provided a brief
history of the Monastery, highlighting that it is still in its
“first steps” but hopes to irrigate the land with the "tears
of the ascetic" in response to Saint Paisios' prophetic
words and advice on his first visit to Australia in 1977.

The Patriarch, in his response, was grateful for the
warm welcome and was encouraged by the traditional

"Continue the good fight for
the preservation of the heritage
of Romiosyne, the faith, the
language, the ethos”

Visit to the Church of St
Euphemia and meeting with
the Imbrian Community of
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Visit to the Holy
Archangels Church
and meeting with the
Imbrian Community
of Melbourne

Visit to St. Basil's
Nursing Home,
Randwick
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The visit was concluded with an organised lunch in
honour of His All-Holiness.

TUESDAY 8 OCTOBER 2024

A formal dinner was held in the Patriarch’s honour
at the Grand Ballroom of the ICC Sydney. Over 1,300
attended the evening, a broad representation of the
parishes across New South Wales and the Australian
Capital Territory.

Numerous speakers presented throughout the evening.
Firstly, as a representative of Archons and the newly
formed Order of Christ the Saviour, Andrew Liveris
put forward a rousing representation of the Patriarch
and his influence. He spoke of his early advocacy of
environmental issues earning him the title “the Green
Patriarch’, his commitment to inter-religious dialogue
and more recently his commitment to peace and unity
as "the Patriarch of Peace’

Following Mr Liveris, the leader of the Liberal Party
Peter Dutton spoke. He emphasised the significant

"Hold fast and preserve
the faith and the Tradition
of the Apostles, the Holy
Fathers, the Martyrs, and
the Saints."

Patriarchal Divine Liturgy,

Margaret Court Arena,
i Melbourne
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"We are

ready for
the future"”

Greek Orthodox
Youth Parade at
KIA Arena

role of the Patriarch and his leadership of hundreds of
millions Orthodox faithful globally. He referred to him
as “an influencer, in the true sense of the word” in his
advocacy of dialogue, the environment and peace,
particularly in the Ukraine.

Archbishop Makarios followed, once again expressing
his gratitude for the visit of the Patriarch and his respect
for the history of the Archdiocese. He remarked that
migrant Greeks brought to Australia three things - their
faith, their language and their traditions of Hellenism.
He described them as 'heroes, who fought for their faith
and orthodoxy.

The Patriarch, in his concluding speech, built on this
theme. Heidentified that the faithful of Australia have built
their life on solid foundations with hope and optimism
for the future. Further, he described the community here
as "Romioi" With this he drew a link between the Greek
Orthodox of Australia to Constantinople, emphasising
his deep respect for the community and the way it has
preserved its inheritance. He concluded with some
additional reflections on the new constitution, which
will build a stronger bridge between the local Australian
church and the “Mother Church” of Constantinople.

With a celebratory cutting of a cake among the
atmosphere of over one thousand of the faithful, this
keystone event concluded with a real sense that the
Patriarch’s words ring true - that as the Archdiocese
enters its second century, it enters into a period of
revitalisation and renewal, building upon the strong
foundations of its first century.

Visit to to the Church
of St Eustathios,
Melbourne
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"The Orthodox
Church, by its nature
and constitution,
desires and promotes
dialogue"

Official dinner at

Centrepiece Hall,
Melbourne
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AMOZMNAZMA ANO THN OMIAIA TOY
OIKOYMENIKOY NMATPIAPXOY K.K.
BAPOOAOMAIOY =TH NMATPIAPXIKH OEIA
AEITOYPFIA, SYANEI

AANBOG, [ xapd AUV MEMAApWTAL OAuEPOV, SLOTL
kKowwvoUuev év Xplot®, €v t@ Motnplw tfig Zwfiig,
kal ywopeba olUoowpol kal ouvalpol  Xplotol
_KOL’L' ouvamntopeba, &U Autol  mpog A&AAAAoug kadl
davepolipev to dylov o Tou, TOUTESTLTAV Aylav ARGV
‘EkkAnoclav, ATl weg Mntnp ¢ooTopyog Zémouv@a
TQ voooia €autiig UTO TAG rtrépuvaq»i (Mt. 23, 37)
Kal mapnyopel ei¢ tag BAlPeLc kal Tag Soklpaaoiag, Kot
ouvalpel LETA TGOV TEKVWVY TNG TOV oTaupov alt@®y, Kal
xoilpel YeTd xawpodvtwy, kal cuveudpalvetal PETA TWV
eLbPALVOLEVWY KAl CUUTIOPEVETAL LETA TV KOTILWVIWY,
Kal ouotevalel Petd TV 6Ouvouévwy Kal KAalel peTa
TV KAawdvtwy kal, év evl Aoyw einely, f ayla Huv
‘EkkAncila oxt amA®dg kal povov mepllappavel amaocag
Tdg éxdavoelg Tod avBpwrivou Bilou, GAAG cuvioTd TO
SAov Tod AvBpwrou, SLdTL ) ExkkAnata elvat 6 dAog kat o
TIAPATELVOLEVOC €lG TOUG alivag XploToc.

A0tV TAV - aAnBelav, Sixwg audlBoiiav, éyvwpllav
BtwugnK(I)q Kol kapdlak®g ol mpidTol HeTAvAoTal,
oltvec katepBaoay €V HECW SUTKOMGDV Kol TIEPATUDY
Kol mapamikpaop®v MoAAQV €ic TAV AboTtpaAiay, €i¢ Td
puéoa tol TpomepaopévVou ailvog, TPog avalnTnaotv
KOAUTEPWY oLVONK®Y StaBlwoewe Kal, we Eoxopev Kal
aMote TtV evkalplav va eimwuev, 16 MpOTOV UEANUA
TwV ATO N oikoSOpNoLS Tonwv Aatpeiag, oikwv tol Ood,
510l ol Pwunol, Aumopolv va Inoouv Sixwg olkiav kal
gotlav kai dptov katl U8wp, Sixwg TOV Oedv duwg elvat
aSuvartov. Kai todto v elvat AekTikn fj cuvaLoOnpatikn
UmepBoAn’ apkel kai povov va avaloyloBipuev OTL €v
Héow Thig mpooduyldg kai thc BuéAng tol Eepllwuod
€K TV dpyalwv €0tV Twv ol mMpooduyeg avtl AAwY

TIHAADG®V Kal xpnuatwy Kal LTIoPXOVIWY Edepav &lg
ToUC¢ KOATIOUC aUT@v, pé kivbuvov Ttfic wiic Twy, Ta
oeBaopata thg mioTewg pag, fitol Tag ayiag elkovag kal
TA yaptofputa Aeipava TV ayiwv kal TV HopTUpwy.
MapakoAouBricape xBé¢ 16 PBpadu TRV OKNVAV THAG
petadopdc v Aswpavwyv tol Ayiou lewpylou tol
NearmoAitou amo v Kammadokiav ei¢ v EAAGSQ.
MeyaAn ) xaplg 00! MeydAwg ouvekvrnBnuev!

AM' Opwg, 6ofa T Oe®, ol ‘Opoyevels eupfikav
€60 elgc v Alotpaliov yiv ayabnv kal ¢dotevov
kal émpokopav kal éueyolovpynoay, Sixwg TOTE va
Anopovioouv TNV matplda, TtV maTpwav evoEBelav
Kal TAV ioTv TV ATiUNTOoV TV TIpoyovwy, TV omolav,
napd T, év T petafy mpoodov kal evpdpslav Kol
TO OladOpETIKOV TOAITIOMIKOV TieplBAAOV Kkal TAg
Emippoag, Sletpnoav dAwpntov Ewg Tfic oruepoV Kal,
w¢ mMAnpodopouueba aAa Slamiotolpey kal ék tol
oVveyyug, ) Torukn ExkkAnoto elvat dkpaia kai BdANouvoa,
OXL povov eic aplBuntikd ueyebn aAAG kat i¢ moloTnTA
Kal TIVEUHOTIKOTNTA, SOTL ol ‘Opoyevelc Slatnpodv
pe eVAGBelav TAG poyovikAg mapadooelg kol ta €6n
kal TtV mioTw, pakpdv cuyKpNTLOTIKWY amodewv Kal
LoVTEPVWY, &iiBev, L6ewv.

EXCERPT FROM THE SERMON OF

THE EGUMENICAL RATRIARCH
BARTHOQEEMEW AT THE PATRIARCHAL
DIVINE LITURGY IN SYDNEY

Truly our joy is fulfilled today, because we are
communing in Christ, in the Cup of Life, and we become
one body and one blood with Christ, and through Him
we are joined to one another and we reveal His Holy
Body, that is our Holy Church, who like a tender loving
mother “gathers her chicks under her wings” and
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comforts us in our sorrows and our temptations, and
bears her children's crosses together with them, and
rejoices with those who rejoice, and celebrates with
those who celebrate and travels together with those
who toil, and groans together with those who suffer, and
weeps with those who weep. In one word, we can say
that our holy Church doesn't simply embrace every part
of human life, but the Church is the whole of human
life, because the Church is the whole body of Christ, of
Christ Who is with us for all eternity.

Without a doubt, the first migrants knew this truth in the
depth of their hearts by their lived experience. These
first migrants came to Australia in the midst of many
bitter difficulties and trials in the middle of last century,
searching for better living conditions.

As we have also said on other occasions, the first thing
that the migrants concerned themselves with was
the construction of places of worship, houses of God.
Because the Greeks can survive without houses, food or
water, but it is impossible for them to live without God.
And this isn't just a literary expression or an emotive
hyperbole. All we need to do is cast our minds back
to the refugees who were being uprooted and driven
out from their ancient homeland. What was it that
they brought with them, at great risk to their own lives,
instead of any other valuables or wealth or belongings?
They carried the most venerable objects of our faith,
clutching them close to their hearts, that is the holy
icons and the grace-flowing relics of the saints and the
martyrs. Last night | watched a scene portraying the
translation of the relics of St George of Neapolis from
Cappadocia to Greece. How great is the saint's grace! |
was deeply moved!

But, glory be to God, here in Australia the faithful found
good hospitable soil and they progressed and they
thrived. But they never forgot their homeland, they
never forgot their ancestral piety or the priceless faith
of their forefathers. Even in the midst of progress and
affluence, even under the influence of different cultures,
they kept their roots and their faith unadulterated
from then until this present day. And as we have been
informed, and now as we have seen close up, the local
Church here is at its peak and is flourishing, not only
in numerical size but in quality and in spirituality. And
this is because the faithful here are holding on to the
faith and culture and tradition of their ancestors with
reverence, far from the influence of modern relativism.

May we have
our Patriarch's
blessing!

‘Etn stoAAd
IHavayiodtarte!



OPOOAOIH
MINGYIMA TIKO TH®
KXEOIKOAOI A

Me tnv eukalpla NG mpoodatng emiokedng ToOU
Mavaylwtatou Matplapxou  otnv
AuotpaAia To mapodv dpBpo pag adlepwveTal o’auTOV.
Elval yvwotd o 0Aoug pag ot mpoomndabeleg tng Autou
@elotatng Mavaylotntog k.k. BapBoAoupaiou yia tnv
npootacia Tou mePLBAAAOVTOG.

OLKOUUEVLKOU

TN UeyaAn olkoAoyilkr) ouvéleuon otn Bevetia, Tov
lovvio tou 2002, o OLKOUUEVIKOG pag Matplapxng eixe
ULANCEL yla TNV «eAAelmouvoa Slactaon» otn cuyxpovn
olkoAoylkry avTiAngn, evvowvtag tnv €AAewpn Tou
nvevpatog tng Buolag amd mAsupdg Tou avBpwrou
TIPOKELUEVOU VA SLadUAALEL KOL VA GUVTNPHAOELTO GUCLKO
neptBaAiov.

O 0eo¢ Matépag pag dnpwolpynoe amod To HNdEv
0AOKANPO TO ouumav. ‘EBale tov avBpwmo va elvat o
ApYovTac autng tng dnpoupyiag Tou. EkToTE 0 AvBpwog
amnoteAel TO OUVOETIKO Kpiko avaueoca oto Oed Kkal
Vv Kktlon. Tnv ktion va tn Slaxelpiletal pe ovveon Kat
oeBaopo. Kat oto Oed va tnv avadepel SofoloynTikd
KOl EUXOPLOTIOKA. AUTh TNV «KaAnv Alavy Snuoupyia
0 Ogb¢ NG €6woe TNV MPOOTTIKA va eAeuBepwBel amod
Ta puolkd tng Sdeopd kat va odnynbel otn cwinpla
HLEOoW TOU avBpwrou. Movo o AvBpwmog mou MAACTNKE
«KOT'ElKOVOL @E0U» KAl PTOPEL va YIVEL «KATA XAPLV»
©edg, umopel va cuumapacVpel OAOKANpPN TNV Ktion kat
va tTnv odnynoeL ano tn ¢Bopd otnVv aneAeubepwon TnG.

10 | OPOOAO=H MNEYMATIKOTHTA KAI OIKOAOTIA

MAwvTag o anootolog MNMavAog yla auth T LEAAouoQ
S0&a mou TepLUEVEL TOUC avBpwToug Tou Ogol AEYeL T
€&nNe o petadppaon: «elval tétola n So&a ekelvn WOTE N
odobpn mpoouovn Kal aAuTng TNG auyxng Ktloswg elvat
VA TIEPLLEVEL Le TTOB0 TNV €vEoén davépwaon Twv matdLwy
TOU @g0U. ALOTL Kat n ktlon unodoulwbnke oto Bavato
Kat Tn ¢Bopa OxL pe Tn BEANON TNG AAAG amod to O€o, o
omolog tTnv umétate otn dpBopa pe kamola eAmida. Kot
mota eArtida; ‘Ot kaL autr n ktiolc Ba eAeuBepwBel amod
v unodovAwaon otn $Bopd yla va MApEL LEPOC OTNV
ehevBepla TNG €v60&Ng KATAOTACEWS TWV TOLSLWY TOU
OeoU.» Pw. 8:9-12 (petad. Kk Tpeuméia.)

AM\G TIWE umopel 0 avBpwTog va eAeUBEPWOEL TNV KTioN
arod ta SeoUA TNG KAt va TNV 0dnynoeL oTn cwtnpia péow
¢ S1knG Tou eAeubeplag; Auto Sev pmopel va yivel av
0 avBpwmog yxpnoluomolel Tnv ktion poévo yla tn dkn
TOU LKavomolnon kol euyaplotnon. Zav QavTlKe(pevo
EKUETAAAELONG KL KATOXPNOEWC.

H olkoAoylkr kplon Twv Kalpwyv pag elval anotéAleoua
autng akplBwg tng vootporiag. ‘Ott dnAadn euelg
elpaote ol kuplapyol kat timota @AAo Sev PeTpA MapA
HOVO Ta SLKA HOG KOTAVOAWTIKA KOl TIPOOWTIKA UAG
od€AN. Me aAAa Adyla yla val OTAUATHCEL N OLKOAOYLKNA
kplon xpelaletal ol avBpwmot va emdeiéovue €va
pla otdon autoneploplopol. Na
Slakpivoupe avapeoa og auto ou BEAOULE Kal 0 AUTO
TIoU XpelalOpaoTE.

«AOKNTIKO TIVEULLALY,

To yeyovog 0Tl BENoUE KATL SV onUAlVEL OTL AUTOUATWC
€XOUHE TO OlKAlwHO KAl VA TO QATOKTAOOUUE. «AUTO
elval éva pabnua Tou oL KOTOVAAWTLIKEG KOWWVIEG
oe OAo TOV KOOMO Oev emiBupouv va 6baxBouv»
OTIWC O TIPOKATOXOG TOU OLKOUMEVLKOU TOTPLAPXN MAG
BapBolopaiou (Anuntplog) eixe makaldtepa Tovioel o€
XPLOTOUYEVVLATIKO HAVUUA Tou (1989). Xpelaletal va

yivoupe pidoL kot OxL eKLETAANEVTEG TNG KTIOEWC.

Auth TN pOVLUN KOl AOKNTLK) OTACN ATEVOVTL 0TNn
dnuloupyla Tou Oeol povo n 0pBodotn BOeoloyia
umopel va gumveloel. Mautd kol elval TTAUTOAAQ Ta
napadelypata amno tn {wn Twy aylwv 0oKNTWY, Tou LEoa
ano pla Tétola cupdiAiwon pe tn dvon, Blwoav éva
TIPOXWPNUEVO O0TASL0 peTauopdwong tng. Myx. O Aylog
Yepadelp tou Zapwd pe TV apkouda, o Aylog Maiclog ue
TO KOUVEAQKL Tou, 0 Aylog MopdUpLog e ToV amayaAo
TOU K.A.TL

O TPOTMOC TTOU XPNOLUOTIOLOUKE T duon onuepa odnyetl
0TNV KATAoTPOodr TNG dUONG KL TOU EAUTOU UaG. Katpog
yla aAlayr otacewg kot nBoug. Katpog yla petavola.

‘000 akopo elval Kapog.
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Whatdis the role of
the Ecumenical Patriarch in.our.Church?

In the very early Church, the apostles traversed the
whole known world preaching the Kingdom and
establishing local Churches. They would appoint an
overseer (i.e. a bishop) in each local Church that they
established. The bishops would oversee the functioning
of their Church, the ordination of clergy, and the spiritual
direction of their flock. If there was a major dispute about
the teaching or running of the Church, bishops would
come together in Synods to resolve these disputes.

Over time, some local Churches gained greater
prominence, according to the prominence
of their city. From this, there arose the
five Sees, i.e. the Pentarchy, made
up of the five most prominent
local Churches: the Churches ;y
of Rome, Constantinople, "
Alexandria, Antioch and
Jerusalem. The stature of the
Church  of Constantinople
continued to rise, such that in
the 6th Century, the bishop of
Constantinople acquired the title
of Ecumenical Patriarch. In the 7th
Century, the Islamic conquests of
Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem left
Constantinople the only practical authority

in the East. Moreover, at the beginning of the
second millenium there was the great Schism between
East (Greek Orthodox) and West (Roman Catholic),
leaving the Patriarch of Constantinople as the great
ecclesiastical authority of the Orthodox world.

For the duration of the Byzantine Empire (330-1453
AD), the Ecumenical Patriarchate served to maintain
the wellbeing, harmony and interests of the Church
and to grow the Church into new lands. At the fall of
the Byzantine Empire, the Patriarch of Constantinople
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was given wide-ranging authority over the Greek
Orthodox community of the Ottoman Empire. This was
an ominous position to hold, as the Patriarch was often
held responsible for any uprisings or other problems
among the Greek population. Many Patriarchs paid for
such problems with their lives.

Today, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
has jurisdiction over the Orthodox Churches in Turkey,
as well as Mt Athos, Crete, part of Northern Greece, the
Dodecanese, and the Greek Orthodox Churches
in the Diaspora, including Europe, the
American continents and Oceania. At
the same time, he continues to hold
a special place of honour within
Orthodoxy; holding the status of
primus inter pares (first among
equals) among the world's
Eastern Orthodox heads of
Churches.

The current Ecumenical
Patriarch, His  All-Holiness
Bartholomew, is the 270th

Archbishop  of Constantinople.

He works tirelessly under difficult

conditions to maintain the spiritual interests

of the Orthodox people. St Paisios had said in 1992

that "God gave us during these difficult times the best

Patriarch" His All-Holiness has also been recognised

globally in his work relating to the protection of the

environment, and in promoting religious freedom and
human rights.

As for us, we continue to pray that the good Lord
protects and strengthens him so he can continue to
worthily guide his flock according to God's Will. May
we have his blessing.
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Saint
Arsenios
the Cappadocian

(November 10)

St Arsenios of Cappadocia (1840 - 1924) was the
spiritual father of St Paisios the Athonite and Protector
of Australia, having baptised the Saint as a infant. He is
very well loved in Australia, and we are blessed to have
some of his holy relics at Pantanassa Monastery.

St Arsenios was born with the name Theodoros in
the Orthodox village of Pharasa, Cappadocia (Central
Turkey). Although his parents were rich in virtues, they
unfortunately passed away at an early age, leaving
Theodoros and his older brother Vlasios as orphans.

One day, Vlasios and Theodoros went to cross a fast-
moving stream, but the current was too strong and
it carried Theodoros away. In tears, Vlasios called on
St George to save his brother, and suddenly he saw
Theodoros return to him. Theodoros joyfully told him
that he had seen a horseman, dressed as a monk,
saving him from the water and that he himself would
also become a monk. And so it happened - after
completing his studies, at the age of 26 he entered the
Holy Monastery of the Flaviana, dedicated to St John
the Baptist, and was tonsured and given the new name,
Arsenios.
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Despite his desire to stay as a monk and pray, the
Metropolitan sent him back to Pharasa to teach reading
and writing to the children and illumine the darkness
of the Greek youth. He did this work with great
discernment, always avoiding provoking the Turks who
looked upon him and the villages with great suspicion.

At 30, Arsenios was ordained a priest and given the
blessing to act as a spiritual father. His spiritual activity
continued to intensify, and he committed himself to
acts of ascesis, prayer, teaching and mercy. He lived in
a small cell with an earthen floor, fasted often and was
in the habit of shutting himself in his cell for at least
two whole days every week to devote himself entirely
to prayer. He would also not allow others to care for
him or praise him, and would often act critically so as
to dissuade people from helping him. For example, if
someone tried to help him by bringing him food, he
would abruptly say that it was not well-cooked and
send it away. Or if someone expressed admiration for
him, he would reply: “So you think I'm a saint? I'm only
a sinner worse than you. Don’t you see that | even lose
my temper?”

None of these attempts, however, were successful,
and the people of Pharasa were convinced he was a
saintly and holy man, not least because of the many
miracles he performed. He was known not just for his
spiritual healing, but also for curing physical illnesses.
Whenever anyone (whether Greek or Turkish Muslim)
would visit him, he would find the right prayer or psalm
for their specific illness and, almost immediately, they
would be healed. Arsenios, however, refused to accept
money for healing, despite the best attempts of those
he had healed, regularly telling people “Our faith is not
for sale”




Life continued in this way for many years, with Arsenios
as the spiritual leader of the village, strengthening both
the adults and the youth in their Orthodox faith.

In 1924, the Greeks were expelled from Asia Minor.
Arsenios predicted this before it happened, and
organised the people for the departure. When it came
time to move, the Saint led his people on the very long
journey across Turkey. Before they left, St Arsenios took
time to protect all the holy items and relics in the village,
and then baptised all the unbaptised children of the
village, including the son of the village president. The
son's parents wanted to give him the name Christos,
after the child’'s grandfather, but St Arsenios insisted
that the child be called Arsenios, so that the child could
become a monk and follow after him. That child called
Arsenios was later tonsured Paisios, the great modern
day Saint.

Even on the long journey, St Arsenios’ great sensitivity
would not allow him to tire animals and rest himself, and
so he made the journey on foot. After arriving in Greece,
as an old but radiant man, he knew that he would only
live for forty days. One day, near his death, his chanter
Prodromos saw a louse crawling on him, and took it off
discreetly to kill it. The Saint cried out loudly “Don't kill
the poor thing”, and put it back into his clothing. He said
to Prodromos:

“Let it have a little flesh to eat as well, since it found the
chance to get near me now. After all, why should the
worms eat all the flesh themselves?”

Then, turning to all his visitors, he said:

“The soul, the soul you must take care of far more than
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the body, which will go into the earth and be eaten by
worms”

Those were the final wise words of St Arsenios on
our journey in life, and the next day he passed away,
on 10 November 1924. He was declared a Saint by the
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople in 1986.

May the Saint intercede for all of us.
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“For such a High Priest was fitting
for us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and
has become higher than the heavens;
who does not need daily, as those
high priests, to offer up sacrifices,
first for His own sins and then for
the people’s, for this He did once

for all when He offered up Himself.
For the law appoints as high priests
men who have weakness, but the
word of the oath, which came after
the law, appoints the Son who has
been perfected forever. Now this is
the main point of the things we are
saying: We have such a High Priest,
who is seated at the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens,
a Minister of the sanctuary and of
the true tabernacle which the Lord
erected, and not man.”

This epistle reading features in almost all feast days of
hierarch saints. In her wisdom, the Church puts forward
a passage on such feast days which identifies Christ as
the archetype; the perfect High Priest.

In the centuries before Christ, and during His earthly
life, the position of high priest was held by a man of the
tribe of Levi who would be chosen to serve in the role
for a year. Only the high priest could enter the Holy of
Holies and only the priests would make blood sacrifices
on behalf of the people. Of course, these high priests
were human and liable to sin like all fallen humanity.
There are examples of sinful priests throughout the Old
Testament.
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St Paul explains in this passage that a perfect High
Priest has been appointed who fulfilled the law and
is seated at the right hand of the throne of Majesty in
heaven. He is "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners”. This, of course, is a reference to Jesus Christ,
the High Priest; whose sacrifice is His very Body and
Blood of which we commune and by which we become
members of Him and thereby, members of His Church.
This sacrifice He made “once for all when He offered up
Himself".

The hierarchs and priests perform this same sacrifice
in remembrance of Him at every Divine Liturgy. Our
hierarchs represent our Lord and Master Jesus Christ.

They are appointed to carry out the apostolic work
of our Lord as He commanded of His own disciples.
As people, they strive to nourish the spiritual welfare
of their people by leading by their own example of
holiness, prayerfulness, union with God; haters of sin
and champions of the faith. The hierarchs of our Church,
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, gave us our theology, our
canons, saintly lives to imitate, and though the centuries
have shepherded the Orthodox through tumults and
storms towards the Kingdom.

On the throne in our churches, one will find an icon of
Jesus Christ depicted clad in the vestments of a bishop.
The icon bears the title “"High Priest”. Thus, the faithful
and our hierarchs are reminded that our Church is
guided by a representative of Christ in each city and
country. In every Divine Liturgy we pray for our hierarch
and ask our Lord to remember him among the first, to
grant him to the "holy churches in peace, safety, honour,
and health, unto length of days, rightly teaching the
word of [His] truth”. Just as our hierarchs pray for us,
so too, we ought to pray for them that they may live in
accordance with the example of the Great High Priest,
Jesus Christ. May we have their blessing.
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OF THE MOST HOLY

The Entrance of the Most-Holy Theotokos into the
Temple, celebrated on the 21st of November, honours
the moment when the Virgin Mary, as a young child, was
brought into the temple by her parents, Saints Joachim
and Anna. They longed for a child but remained childless
into their old age. With deep faith and perseverance, they
vowed that if God granted them their desire, they would
dedicate their child to His service once it was weaned.

In ancient Israel, childlessness often carried a heavy
burden of shame, suggesting that a couple was somehow
unworthy in the eyes of God. This is echoed in the story
of Elizabeth, the mother of St. John the Forerunner,
who rejoiced after conceiving, saying, “The Lord..has
shown his favour and taken away my disgrace among
the people” (Luke 1:25). For Joachim and Anna, fulfilling
their vow was not only a testament to their faith and
obedience but also an act of public redemption in the
eyes of their community.

As they journeyed to the temple, a grand procession
formed, with relatives and neighbours joining them and
young maidens bearing lamps to light their path. They
were met by Zachariah, the high priest, dressed in his
ceremonial garments, affirming the sacredness of the
moment. In a profound act of dedication, Joachim and
Anna officially offered Mary to the high priest, and she
was placed in the Holy of Holies. This was the most

sacred part of the temple, where the high priest would
only enter once a year. Her presence in the Holy of Holies
represents that she was destined to be herself a "Holy of
Holies", a living tabernacle of God.

In fact, she is the mercy seat between the two Cherubim
(indicating God's redemption and reconciliation), the
golden vessel containing manna (the bread of life who
is Christ), the rod of Aaron which budded (signifying life
from death) and the golden censer (used for intercession
and prayer).

The feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos emphasises
the role of the Virgin Mary in our salvation, as she was set
aside and raised to become the dwelling place of God. It
highlights her purity, dedication to God and readiness to
receive the fullness of grace, to become the Mother of
God. Hence, she is called kexaprtwpévn, or "full of grace"
(Luke 1:28).

In addition, it serves as a reminder of the importance
of nurturing faith from an early age and highlights the
vital role of family in spiritual upbringing. Liturgically, this
feast incorporates themes of light and hope, pointing
towards the forthcoming celebration of Christ’s birth. In
honouring the Virgin Mary's entrance into the temple, we
are called to reflect on our own devotion to God and how
we can ultimately serve His purpose in our own lives.
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